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The hand of God in foreign missions is manifested in the conversions that have 
actually taken place. It is none the less so in the work of preparation that has been 
going on, and portions of which are now being rapidly consummated. A compre- 
hensive view of this subject would show that such a preparatory work has been going 
on among the nations of Christendom, through governmental and commercial 
changes, to furnish facilities and protection for missionaries who might be called 
upon to enter the work; among the churches of England and the United States, to 
awaken attention and incite them to duty. But apart from this, there have been 
going on, in the field abroad, three distinct works of preparation, each one of which, 
taken separately, indicates plainly a directing Providence ; and all of which com- q 
bined, like a three-fold cord not easily broken, furnish us abundant assurance for ,) 
concluding that the years of the right hand of the Most High are approaching. 

First, There has been a work of preparation going on among missions themselves. 

They needed such « preparation. This will not seem unnatural, when Scriptural 
precedents are considered. Moses had to be prepared for his work. It took one forty 
years’ residence at the court of Pharaoh, and then another forty years in the Midian 
Desert to give him a suitable education and train him for his work. Paul had to be 
trained. His early education in the Greek language and literature—his legal train- 7 
ing at the feet of Gamaliel—his three years in the desert of Arabia, were all so many . 
parts of that curriculum he had to pass through, in order that he might be thor- 
oughly furnished as apostle to the Gentiles. And so with men not inspired, and called } 
to less responsible posts. It took many changes and vicissitudes of life to fit out Bun- t 
yan. It required many years of life and a great variety of experience, to raise up ‘I 
and qualify Luther. 

In like manner there has been needed a similar preparation for missions,—not a 
merely for individuals as such, but for the mass of missionaries taken collectively as ‘| 
one body. This, too, is in accordance with the economy of evangelism ; for as indi- ' 
viduals are trained by study, observation and experience for the duties devolving 
upon them, so likewise are bodies of Christians disciplined for the labor and respon- 
sibilities which devolve upon them in a collective capacity. 

The first part of this work consists in providing missionaries with suitable materi- 
als to carry on the ae An architect cannot build houses without materials. A 
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mechanic cannot be expected to accomplish much work without tools. A wood cut- 
ter cannot fell the forest until he is furnished with an axe, rightly shaped and prop- 
erly sharpened. The implements with which we work are the naked truths of the 
Bible. But then the Bible has first to be translated; and many persons would be 
astonished to learn the magnitude of the difficulties in the way of getting even a tol- 
erably correct version of the Scriptures in such a language as the Chinese. These 
difficulties can be met and conquered only by many years of diligence, and by vast 
pains, labor, research and criticism. Until such a version could be put in circula- 
tion, surely not much success could be expected. 

Dr. Morrison went to China in 1807. It was sixteen years from the time he 
began to learn the language, before hedssued his translation of the Scriptures; and 
when finished, there was no certainty as to its intelligibility. It had to be sent out 
into the community—to be put in circulation and tried, just as a proof copy is given 
to the reader to see if it conveys sense. And observe, this proof reading did not con- 
sist in submitting it to a few scholars. Such persons could easily pronounce upon 
the literary merit of the performance, which was of small moment ; but not knowing 
what the original was intended to express, they of course had no means of knowing 
how far the original and the translation corresponded. Nay, it is very certain that 
such scholars, while deriving very clearly an idea from certain passages, were very 
far from deriving the idea which the translator fondly hoped he was conveying. It 
was quite evident the proof-reading had to be carried on by the body of missionaries, 
making use of the text daily with their teacher and converts, for months and for 
years, and observing the impression produced upon intelligent readers by almost 
every important passage. In the course of years, therefore, this version was found 
excessively defective and incorrect. Multitudes of mistakes were pointed out, one 
after another. Phrases innumerable, not idiomatic, were discovered,—and which 
conveyed no idea at all, or what was worse,—one very foreign to the true sense. The 
axe would not cut. It had to be reheated, rehammered, and retempered. Other 
versions, made by other men about the same time, were found open to the same ob- 
jections. 

At the close of the war of 1841, the united body of missionaries in China, having 
now enlarged experience and better facilities for translation, together with a more 
accurately defined knowledge of what was needed for their work, turned their 
thoughts to a revision of the Scriptures and tracts their predecessors had sent out. 
The results of their labors have been, comparatively speaking, but recently before 
the Chinese mind ; so that although missions have been in operation among that peo- 
ple for so many years, yet in reality it has not been until of late that missionaries 
could put in the hands of their native helpers a blade whose edge would not be 
turned when it encountered the criticism of a well read Chinaman. 

Again. Not only have missionaries been occupied in providing themselves with 
suitable weapons and implements, but they have been learning the best way of going 
to work and using them. And these remarks, now about to be made, will be appro- 
priate not merely to China, but to every portion of the foreign field. 

Conceive, now, of several companies of missionaries, just entering upon their work. 
The object of these several companies is one and the same, viz.: to produce a living, 
out-working Christianity. But see how different are the circumstances of these mis- 
sionaries from those of ministers at home. They find themselves in the midst of a 
nation entirely different from their own ;—their laws are different ; their religion is 
different ; their social organization is different ; their style of education is different. 
The materials, and likewise the modes of their thought are all different. 

In consequence of this, they find themselves, at the very outset, called upon to con- 
sider questions and discuss principles, which here at home are all regarded as settled. 
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For example,—there is caste existing in one place; one man will not eat the food 
cooked by another ;—there is polygamy,—one man may have two, four, or half a 
dozen wives ; there is food sold in the market already cooked ; much of it may have 
been offered up to idols; the laws of the land or the customs of villages may make 
demands upon any one to support, directly or indirectly, some of the institutions of 
idolatry; the usages of society everywhere may be interwoven with superstitious 

practices. And all these may be and actually are, of such universal prevalence, that 

to escape them entirely can be done only by ‘*going out of the world.” 

It will be seen at once, that a series of practical issues demand consideration, which 
in America never claimed the attention of the missionary, and concerning which his 
previous experience is of no avail. 

How shall such things be dealt with? Will you let Naaman hold out his arm to 
the king when he goes into the temple of his god Rimmon, and bow down out of com- 
pliment to the king, or will you not? And if he may not bow himself at all, how 
far may he go, and what shall be the limitation to his show of respect for his mon- 
arch? Ifa man become a Christian, having at the time two wives living,—the first 
one in a distant province with no family, and the second one with a family and be- 
neath the same roof with her husband,—which one shall he keep? Ifa man become 
a Christian, and his heathen wife in a passion leaves him and joins her friends, what 
means shall he take to win her back, or how soon is he authorized to give her up? 
To what extent shall he keep company with his old, idolatrous neighbors? If some 
of them that believe not bid him to a feast at which there will be surely some idola- 
try intermingled, under what condition shall he be suffered to go? 

Again,—as to the manner and matter of preaching, various questions will arise. 
To what extent shall indulgence be shown to the prejudices of a heathen audience? 
What degree of evidence of conversion shall be called for from heathen seeking ad- 
mission to the Christian church? What shall be the standard of qualification set 
up for native preachers? What shall be the position of the press in the work of 
evangelization? What dependence shall be put upon schools? To what extent 
shall English be taught, and who shall teach it? and with a view to what ends? 
Upon what particular class of heathen can labor be expended most judiciously and 
with the best prospect of the largest future success ? 

Inquiries like these are a selection only from among scores that have been demand- 
ing the most careful attention during the past years of missions. It is easy to the- 
orize in framing replies; and, so far as the principles of morality,—of actual right 
and wrong are concerned, the Scriptures furnish needed light ; but the application of 
Scripture principles to each particular case, requires more study and deliberation 
than would be suspected by a pastor in the cultivated and enlightened circle of a 
home church. 

In respect to modes of operation, there has existed a wide diversity. Different 
missionaries and different societies, finding themselves all adrift upon a newly dis- 
covered sea, proceeded to make each one his own sailing directions, in accordance 
with his own preconceived ideas. When it is borne in mind that the body of mis- 
sionaries have been taken from portions of the Christian world very remote,—some 
from the far West of America, and some from the far East of Germany,—from de- 
nominations reared up under such different auspices—some under monarchies and 
some under republicanism, and with very different ideas concerning the way of car- 
tying on the work in their own lands,—we repeat, when this is borne in mind, it 
will at once be perceived what room there was to expect divergence. And the result 
accorded with the expectation. 

Some, following the bent of previous notions, betook themselves at once to teaching 
schools. Some thought it was of no use to begin with the aged, and turned their 
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energies towards the young. Some went to teaching science, in the hope thereby of 
destroying the authority of their sacred books, which were built upon a false system 
of cosmogony. Some were disposed greatly to exalt the power of the press, and to 
rely upon that as a means of evangelization. Others, again, affirmed that oral 
preaching of the simple word was the only efficacious instrumentality. 

How now could the truth be ascertained in reference to these various points? As 
already stated, arguments drawn from the homes of the missionaries respectively 
weighed but little with the doubting ; for it was contended that circumstances were 
so different that ordinary modes of procedure established nothing. It seemed plainly 
the plan of Providence, in this as in other cases, that each system should be fairly 
tried by its respective friends, and have sufficient time and scope for the fair develop. 
ment of its worth ; at least just such a process scems to have been in operation. 

One of the most noticeable developments of the last ten years of missionary history, 
is the desire that has been felt by various missionary bodies and by individuals, to 
review their previous progress and the means by which they were cultivating the 
fields. This desire has been the result of a deep conviction of its necessity. 

In proof of this, look at the various conventions and conferences which have been 
held on the foreign fields within the past few years. These conferences have been 
peculiar to no denomination or nationality. Baptists, Presbyterians, Methodists, 
Lutherans, Americans, English, Scotch and Germans have alike felt the necessity 
of meeting, to compare notes and sift conclusions. In some cases, they have been held 
in connection with deputations from home ; in other cases, they have been held with- 
out such deputations. That these various assemblages should have happened so 
nearly contemporaneously, and yet so entirely independent of each other,—that they 
should have pursued so nearly the same paths in their investigations,—and that in 
the rectification of their experience, they should have arrived at conclusions so strik- 
ingly uniform,—must surely be attributed to the guidance of One overruling Spirit. 

It remains now to ask, what is the condition of this part of the work, and what is 
the attitude of the Christian army of to-day? The earlier missionaries have all fin- 
ished their work and gone to their reward. Their individual attainments have gone 
with them. But aside from that, we find a large aggregate of experience, of obser- 
vation, of knowledge concerning the difficulties to be met, concerning the best way 
of approaching the heathen mind, which does not so leave the world, but remains 
behind, and is transmitted from one generation of missionaries to another. This 
knowledge and experience, the result of vast labor and thought, is continually re- 
ceiving additions from those that follow, and remains for the ready instruction and 
guidance of new comers in the field. We find them now provided with lexicons, 
grammars, and various helps to study ; with translated books and tracts ; with rules 
and precepts and settled principles, which are the accumulation of half a century of 
patient toil. Many of the divergencies of policy which existed in former years, we 
find in a goodly measure done away, and in the place thereof, a remarkable degree 

of unanimity, (though not complete, as yet,) as to the comparative value of different 
plans of labor and the relative position of different agencies. Missionaries have 
clearer and more decided views than they once had, and, taken as a body, they see 
eye to eye much more than they once did. The ground they now occupy is not only 
higher, but it is eminently more Scriptural. The peculiarities of the heathen mind, 
however marked, it is now being fully understood call for no different instrumentality 
from that in use among ourselves; and there, as well as here, it is ‘*by the foolish- 
ness of preaching” simply the cross of Christ, that men are to be subdued and re- 
generated. 

In a word, the different constituents of the missionary force, in themselves so 
heterogencous as to furnish but little moral support to each other, have been, by this 
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disciplinary process, in a measure fused together. A homogeneity has been im- 
pressed upon the policy of them all. They have been ‘‘baptized into one body,’’ and 
‘made to drink of one Spirit.’’ The various cords attached to the car, instead of 
pulling in several directions, have now their line of force mainly in one and the same 
direction. 

The formidableness of a military company of one hundred men, is not fully ex- 
pressed by the courage and energy of a hundred persons taken singly and added to- 
gether. In addition to his own individual power, each soldier is made to possess, by 
the very fact of his combination with others, still another measure both of courage 
and daring. So in missions; the very fact of an increased unity among missionary 
plans, within the past few years, has, both among missionaries and the heathen 
themselves, wonderfully increased the efficiency of the various assaulting columns. 

God's hand is in this tutelage of his church collective. As long as the different 
brigades of an army are marching and countermarching in different directions, and 
with apparently as many aims in view, the presence of one directing spirit cannot 
with certainty be inferred ; but whenever they begin to act in concert, and enter into 


combination to the accomplishment of one grand result, then it becomes evident that 
the general himself is in the field. And so with missions. Hitherto much of the 
work has been apparently with a view to organize and drill them. A superior in- 
telligence has of late years been most obviously combining the direction of missionary 


efforts. We know who it is. ‘‘As the Captain of the Lord’s Host is He come.”’ 


MISSION TO THE SHANS. 
LETTERS FROM MR. BIXBY. 
Arrival in Rangoon. 


Rangoon, March 29, 1861.—We arriv- 
ed in this city on the 23d inst. in good 
health. Our journey from Gibraltar was 
very pleasant and speedy. My own health 
has been greatly improved, and Mrs. 
Bixby, though she suffered much from 
sea sickness, has not been in any measure 
disqualified to enter upon her work in 
Burmah. 

We have had a growing confidence that 
God has purposes of mercy for the poor, 
neglected Shans, as well as for the Ka- 
rens, and that we are in the path of duty 
in going to them with the message of 
eternal life. 

As we passed through Egypt and the 
Red Sea, we seemed to see the ‘‘pillar of 
cloud by day and the pillar of fire by 
night,’’ both asa guide and a protection 
in our perilous journey. 

Our hearts have often been drawn out 
in prayer, both for ourselves, that we 
might be fitted for the work, and for the 
Shans, that they might be prepared to 
receive us and our message. I doubt not, 


others in our native land have poured 
out their souls in prayer for this dear 
people. I trust God is already granting 
our desires in part. We have just heard 
of good news respecting the Shans. 

- Almost immediately on our arrival, it 
was announced to me that the Shans were 
coming over into the British possessions 
by thousands. We learn from Toungoo 
that on account of some warlike disturb- 
ance in the Shan country, ten thousand 
people have come down to the vicinity of 
Toungoo, and that the Commissioner has 
encouraged them to settle there, by fur- 
nishing them land, &c. 

Should they do so, what a field of labor 
will at once be opened to me! What 
does this mean? May we not think that 
God has sent them to meet us by the 
way? And does it not indicate that we 
have been moved to commence the Shan 
Mission at the right time? 

So it seems to us, and our hearts are 
greatly encouraged. All we ask for is 
the assurance that we are ‘‘ workers to- 
gether with God.” 

Opinions of the Missionaries. 

Mr. Bennett, writing from Maulmain 

in a letter this day received, says: ‘‘I am 
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disposed to congratulate you at once on 
the cheering prospect which now seems to 
lie before you. Sau Quala, who has just 
come from the region to which you will 
probably go, says the Shans are very anx- 
ious to have Christian teachers sent into 
their villages, and he thinksa great many 
converts will be gathered from among 
them. He says a great many understand 
Burmese well, so that you could begin 
your work at once. The Shan traders 
who come to Toungoo, and some of whom 
live near them, he says are very hard and 
bigoted,—in a word, so thoroughly Bur- 
manized, that he predicts little success 
among them. But if you make Toungoo 
your headquarters for the rains, and 
travel in the Shan country in the dry 
season, you may expect an abundant re- 
ward.”’ 

Br. Hibbard writes, ‘‘I am glad, and 
have been from the first, that you are to 
Open a mission to the Shans. I have felt 
for years past that such a move ought to 
be made, and I trust the Lord has sent 
you to begin it.” 

This seems to be the opinion of the 
missionaries, so far as I have heard from 
them. I should proceed at once to Toung- 
00, but I learn that there is no house to 
be obtained there at present, and I can- 
not think of building now. But there 
are several villages of Shans in the vicin- 
ity of Rangoon, to whom I have access. 
I have already visited one village twice, 
where I found a good teacher. I can 
labor to advantage here for a while, per- 
haps till after the rains, when I hope to 
go to Toungoo and identify myself with 
those new settlers. 

May the Lord spare our lives, and pre- 
pare us for the glorious work. 

The missions seem to be prospering 
well, and the churches by whom they are 
supported have every reason to thank 
God and take courage. They will need 
to make strenuous exertions, and perhaps 
practise a little self-denial to keep up the 
interests of the mission during these 
troublous times in the States, but they 
must not leave the work of the Lord to 
suffer. 


O that the Lord would give us a little 
of the spirit of self-denial. 

If we ‘‘have not the Spirit of Christ, 
we are none of his.’’ How marked was 
his self-denial! O that we may all glory 
in the cross ! 


Ten Thousand Shans at Toungoo, 


Rangoon, April 12, 1861.—In my let- 
ter two weeks ago, I spoke of a remark- 
able movement among the Shans. The 
subjoined article, from the ‘Rangoon 
Times,’’ printed on the 3d inst., will give 
some idea how the matter is viewed in 
this city. I have also seen the English 
Commissioner, Col. Phayre, who was at 
Toungoo when the Shans arrived there, 
and have learned important particulars 
from him. 

He says a whole tribe, including their 
chief and his family, have come out from 
Segah, and are making arrangements to 
settle about ten miles from Toungoo on 
land which has been given them. He 
made the remark that previous to this 
arrival of the Shans, Dr. Mason had asked 
him the question whether Toungoo would 
be the place to commence the Shan Mis- 
sion; and he replied in the affirmative. 
I think now there can be no question 
about it. God has clearly indicated 
where He would have me labor. Ten 
thousand Shans alone would make a great 
field, and there were many there before. 
Besides, it is the great thoroughfare to 
the Shan States. 

The simple question with me now is, 
whether it would be better to remain in 
Rangoon during the rains, or go on at 
once to Toungoo. The latter seems to me 
to be the path of duty. In this the mis- 
sionaries concur. Col. Phayre also, in 
whose judgment I place great confidence, 
is of opinion that the interest of the mis- 
sion and of the Shans would be promoted 
by identifying myself with them at once. 

I shall be able to give them counsel in 
the struggles of a new settlement, to sym- 
pathize with them in their exile and in 
their losses, (for I understand they have 
been robbed by the way of their valua- 
bles), and it may be I can persuade them, 
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with the Divine blessing, to build school 
houses and chapels, instead of monasteries 
and pagodas, and may | not hope to lead 
some of them to the Lamb of God? Does 
it not seem that the set time to favor 
them has come ? 

God’s Hand Visible. 

Can it be possible that the event of our 
arrival in this country to establish a Shan 
mission, and the arrival of ten thousand 
Shans at the very place where we had 
thought to take up our abode, and where 
we can dwell with safety, could occur at 
the very same time and the hand of God 
not be in it? But why should I question 
thus? We will ‘not be faithless, but 
believing.’’ We will thank God and 
take courage. Dr. Dawson informs me 
that he has heard several gentlemen, who 
make no pretension to picty, say, ‘This 
is a remarkable providence.’’ 

Let us not be less ready to see the Di- 
vine hand guiding us, and to hear the 
Divine voice saying to us respecting the 
Shan Mission, ‘‘Go forward.’’ This we 
will do, in the name of our God. 

It is delightful to trace his hand in all 
the way thus far. He put it into the 
hearts of the Executive Committee to ap- 
point a missionary to the Shans. He 
moved the heart of the missionary to ac- 
cept that appointment at a great personal 
sacrifice. He moved the friends of the 
mission in Providence to send him speed- 
ily to the post of duty. He preserved him 
in the perilous journey, while others were 
falling on every side. He raised up to 
him dear friends by the way, who sup- 
plied his necessities and greatly comforted 
his spirit. He gave him good health and 
@ quiet, happy home on his arrival ; and 
immediately sent to him an experienced 
teacher. And then, to crown all, He sent 
the people en masse to meet him by the 
way, and to dwell with him in a place 
of safety and comfort. 

This is the Lord’s doing, and it is mar- 
vellous in our eyes. I have felt keenly 
the separation from my dear flock in 
Providence. My ‘heart has pined for 
those dear children whom I have left 
there, and it has seemed to me that I 
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should never cease longing for them. But 
I begin to feel that God has given me 
another flock to care for, and that in due 
time He will give me spiritual children 
among them. “If the vision tarry, we 
will wait for it, for it will come.” 


The Shan Emigration. 

Authentic information, says the ‘‘Ran- 
goon Times,’’ has been received in town 
of a large emigration of Shans into Brit- 
ish territory. They have come, it is said, 
from one of the adjacent States, which 
was nominally subject to the government 
of Burmah. For some reason, it appears, 
& Burmese force was sent against these 
people, probably to enforce the payment 
of revenue, when they attempted to resist, 
and coercion being employed, they aban- 
doned their houses and lands, and fied 
for protection into Pegu. They are re- 
ported to number some ten thousand souls 
of all ages. A Tsaubwa, or hereditary 
chief is in company with them. A dep- 
utation from these interesting people 
reached Toungoo during the visit of the 
Chief Commissioner to that station. They 
made known their complaints against the 
Burmese authorities, and asked for per- 
mission to form a settlement a short dis- 
tance from the Civil station of Toungoo.* 


*A letter from Dr. Dawson, dated Rangoon, 
April 16, 1861, gives the following additional 
intelligence. 

‘From all the accounts that I have been able 
to gather, it appears that last December some 
disturbance broke out in one of the Shan 
States, there being seven of them bordering 
on territory on the northeast frontier. A 
Burmese force attacked them, and the result 
was, the flight of the whole community of one 
State, commonly called the ‘‘Tsa-ga” State, 
numbering some nine thousand families. 
These people are just now settling about ten 
miles distant from Toungoo, on British terri- 
tory, and of course under British protection. 
They will doubtless remain there altogether. 
The local government is extending to them 
every encouragement, by giving them lands 
and employment on public works. 

Having broken loose from all their old as- 
sociations, their pagodas, monasteries, houses, 
lands and everything in their own country, 
they will now take a fresh start; and, how de- 
sirable it is that a missionary family should 
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Encouragement has been extended to 
them to settle there, land has been as- 
signed them for that purpose, and they 
have been assured of the protection of the 
British government from the attack of all 
enemies. This large body of refugees 
will prove a valuable accession to the 
population of that district. In their own 
country, they are usually a most peacea- 
ble and industrious class of people. Like 
all other Asiatic races, who have made 
some advancement toward civilization, 
they follow agricultural pursuits, raise 
ponies and cattle for export, manufacture 
the celebrated lacquered ware, and many 
of them annually make trading visits to 
exchange their goods, either in Pegu, or 
Tenasserim. 

The Shans are supposed to be a branch 
of the Siamese family. They seem to 
have a striking resemblance to that peo- 
ple. Many of their customs and national 
peculiarities, bear a close affinity to those 
of their Siamese neighbors. They have a 
written language, which is different from 
all other races found in the country. ‘Lhe 
Buddhist religion is the religion of the 
Shans. Many of these people undertake 
long journeys into Burmah, to visit some 
of the most venerated pagodas. Of those 
who have been thus drawn to Rangoon, 
quite a large number have remained and 
settled in this district. 

In connection with this recent move- 
ment among the Shans, a providential 
circumstance has also occurred, in the 
arrival at this port by the last steamer, 
of a missionary and his wife, the Rev. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bixby, who have been ap- 
pointed by a Society in America, to labor 
be right in the midst of them, to grow up with 
and among them. Br. Bixby will, therefore, 
be just the man for this interesting work. 
How mysterious, yes, it does seem mysterious, 
that he should arrive in Burmah just at this 
juncture in the affairs of these Shan people. 
My advice to him is to push right off without 
delay, and make a beginning among them. 
The hand of adversity often softens the hard 
heart of the heathen, and God may design to 
bring good, great good out of this seeming 
evil to them. Colonel Phayre, the Commis- 
sioner of the province, is of the same opinion.” 
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among this particular people. In the 
beautiful language of the poet Cowper, it 
may be remarked : 


“God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform ; 
He plants his footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm.” 


For the forty-nine years, during which 
missions have been in operation in the 
Burman empire, the Shans were wholly 
overlooked. Nothing was done for their 
moral or intellectual improvement. Just 
at the time, however, when the hands of 
the persecuting Burmese are raised against 
them for their oppression, the Christian 
people of another hemisphere, have been 
adopting measures to send them the light 
of the gospel by the hands of a missiona- 
ty of the cross. Every philanthropist 
will heartily wish success to this new 
Christian enterprise. 


PROME MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. KINCAID. 
Wide and Encouraging Field. 


Prome, Feb. 9, 1861.—Yesterday I 
came in from the Enma and Poung dai 
districts, also passing through Shway- 
doung for sixteen miles, and spending one 
night in a Village where we had preach- 
ing and conversation till midnight, and 
there were at least two very interesting 
inquirers. I visited and preached in nine 
villages in Enma and one in Poung dai. 
In seven of these villages there are Chris- 
tians, living from half a mile to three 
miles apart. On the Lord’sday I admin- 
istered the communion; eighteen were 
present as communicants and others as 
inquirers. I saw at least twelve or thir- 
teen who appear to be believers, and who 
openly declare their faith in Christ, but 
as yet do not offer themselves for bap- 
tism. In addition to this there are many 
inquirers. In three villages there is an 
entire abandonment of Buddhism. The 
light of God’s truth is permeating the 
mass, and we look for a blessed work of 


grace. 
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In Poung dai, still farther southeast, 
there is an equally hopeful state of things. 
In one large village some sixty familics 
have discarded the fables of Buddhism, 
and refused all support and submission to 
the priests. The claims of Christianity 
are freely discussed, and our books and 
tracts are largely read. They have in- 
vited me repeatedly to visit them. Ina 
short time I intend going there again, and 
will pitch my tent in the midst of them 
for several days. I have left two of the 
most mature and efficient assistants to 
labor in Enma and the district beyond in 
as many villages as possible, till my re- 
turn, some eighteen or twenty days 
hence. 

In two or three days more I intend 
going in a northeast direction to visit a 
few villages, and to see how the converts 
are getting on, and will leave two assist- 
ants to labor in that district till I can re- 
turn. 

Baptisms in Prome, 


Along the frontier there is nothing of 
special interest to communicate. And 
here in Prome there are very few inquir- 
ers. The last Sabbath in January I bap- 
tized five, and on the Monday following, 
one. Two men recently baptized and liv- 
ing twenty-seven miles from Prome, give 
promise of being helpers in evangelizing 
their countrymen. They are men of su- 
perior attainments and commanding in- 
fluence. Their views of divine truth are 
remarkably clear for young converts. The 
adaptation of the gospel system to man’s 
lost condition is so clearly perceived by 
them, that one cannot doubt the presence 
and power of the Holy Spirit. One of 
them has an uncommon aptitude for com- 
municating his thoughts, and I cannot 
help feeling that he is called to doa great 
work. His language constantly is— 
‘¢ How amazing is the grace of God!” 


The Great Want. 

When I look over this field, east, west, 
north and south of Prome for only sixty 
miles distant, and recollect that in more 
than 200 villages the gospel has never yet 
been preached, my prayer is, ‘‘ O Lord, 
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raise up laborers, men fitted by grace to 
preach Christ to these perishing thou- 
sands.’’ More and more I am convinced 
that preachers are wanted, men who will 
go with the simple message of the gospel ; 
men who cannot live without preaching 
Christ, the way, the truth, and the life. 
The Lord of the harvest alone can raise 
up such laborers; and why may we not 
pray and hope for the needed instrumen- 
tality to be raised up among Burmans as 
well as among Karens? Mere routine 
men will not do; they are of no use. 
Burmans are ready to hear everywhere ; 
but ‘“‘ how can they hear without a 
preacher? And how can they preach ex- 
cept they be sent?’’ This sending’’ is 
the thing to be understood. It is not 
man’s work, I am satisfied. It is the gift 
of the Holy Spirit in answer to prayer. 


Native Preachers Needed. 


Native preachers are easily discour- 
aged, their faith becomes feeble when 
for some time there is no apparent re- 
sult, and they sink into a state of help- 
lessness. When they see some sudden- 
ly fall back who have appeared to run 
well for a time, they lose heart and give 
way to despondency. It is then that 
they need encouragement, both by exam- 
ple and by instruction, to ‘‘ preach the 
word in season and out of season.’’ Bur- 
mah is to be evangelized by native agency, 
there can be no doubt. Drudgery and 
painstaking are necessary to win the con- 
fidence, attention and good will of the 
natives. We must call into action all 
the sanctified native talent we have, and 
encourage every man and woman to labor 
for Christ, and teach them how to win 
souls. Some of these will give evidence 
that they are called of God to give them- 
selves to the ministry ; and we may hope 
ere long to see mighty men raised up, 
men whose faith overleaps all obstacles. 
We must make the native preachers feel 
that we trust them, and we must encour- 
age them to be strong in Christ and to 
expect the aid of the Holy Spirit. 

I wish to see more attention given to 
this subject, and that every missionary 
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should work over a wide field, and so set 
the example of planting the cross of 
Christ in as many localities as possible. 
Native preachers will learn how to work, 
and the gospel, as leaven, will be exerting 
its influence in scores of places at the 
same time. 
Native Assistants Employed. 


The following are the native preachers 
who look to me for whatever of pecuniary 
assistance they have. Ko Shway Nee, at 
Ava; Ko Poo, at Thayet, and Moung 
Mhong, at Allen-myo, on the frontiers ; 
Moung En, who now travels with me ; 
Moung Yan gen, and Moung Cheen, who 
are now in the Enma and Poung dai dis- 
tricts; Ko Gee, a Kyen, who is laboring 
among his own people. There is a per- 
manent school teacher, Moung Shway 
Lon, who is Mrs. Kincaid’s assistant ; 
then, for short periods, two others have 
been employed as teachers in village 
schools. 

Demand for a Native Chapel. 

Since the great fire in 1857, when our 
second preaching zayat was burned, we 
have had no place for a public assembly 
except in private houses, too small and 
inconvenient; on the Sabbath, in my 
house ; and consequently we have small 
assemblies, not exceeding sixty or seventy, 
and of course very few who are not Chris- 
tians. In some suitable place in the 
town, the Sabbath congregation would 
rarely be less than 200. The town has 
been rebuilt under the supervision of 
government, the streets made broad, and 
no small, temporary houses are allowed. 
Ool. Phayre has given a-large lot in the 
centre of the town for a chapel, but a 
cheap, straw-covered building is not al- 
lowed. 

Whenever I am in Prome I preach on 
the Sabbath, and when I am away, either 
Ko Konge, the pastor, preaches, or one 
of the most efficient assistants. To have 
one hundred or one hundred and fifty in- 
quiring heathen, men and women, pres- 
ent every Lord’s day, is a matter of too 
much importance to be neglected any 


longer. Three years ago I would have 
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put up a temporary zayat, costing about 
150 rupees ; but the government would 
not allow it. I am obliged now to as- 
sume the entire responsibility, except 
what can be done by a few poor native 
Christians, 

The most hopeful fields in Burmah are 
the agricultural villages. In Enma, the 
Christians are putting up a good teak 
chapel and doing it entirely themselves. 


A Work of the Holy Spirit. 


Since the above date, five others have 
been baptized in Enma. There is in the 
district of Enma, Poung-dai, a large num- 
ber of inquirers. Iam invited to more 
villages than I can possibly find time to 
see. I have never before witnessed so 
much interest among Burmans, and I 
have reason to think it is the work of the 
Holy Spirit convincing them of sin, and 
prompting them to inquire how they can 
be saved. On the mountains too, about 
seventy miles northeast of Prome, a Ka- 
ren chieftain is asking for a teacher ; he 
has a large body of people under him. 
Formerly he has resisted all attempts to 
make known the gospel among his peo- 
ple. By this mail I write to Kemendine 
fora Karen teacher. If the Lord opens 
the door of faith, no one can shut it. 


The Karen chieftain who has now ap- 
plied for a teacher, is a man of great in- 
fluence, and has over 1000 Karens under 
him. Other chieftains will be influenced 
by his example, and I hope to get a man 
of the right stamp to enter upon the 
work. With the Divine blessing we may 
hope for a work of grace in that region. 


A short time since I baptized another 
Kyen; but the work moves slowly among 
this people. I need more means to em- 
ploy native laborers, especially among the 
Burmans and Karens. How can they be- 
lieve unless they hear, and how can they 
hear without a preacher? I have now 
four men of great promise who can and 
do preach Christ with power whenever 
they can get a few days of leisure; but 
they can only leave their secular work 
occasionally. 
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HENTHADA MISSION. 
JOURNAL OF MR. THOMAS. 


Mr. Thomas dates the following journal 
from Donabew, whither he had gone tempo- 
rarily to visit the churches, and to instruct 
and advise three of the ordained pastors, 
connected with the mission, who have them in 
charge. The church at Donabew is small and 
unfruitful. Ep. Maa. 


Refreshing Contrast. 
Dec. 26, 1860.—Kanoogyee. I return- 
ed in a boat only two hours from Dona- 
bew, but O the moral change! Here the 
people are filled with joy to see me among 
them. Their theme is Christ and his 
kingdom. Two years ago, there was not 
a Christian here ; now there are upwards 
of thirty. Some have come from other 
churches; but many of them are but 
‘*babes in Christ ;’’ yet God has ‘‘per- 
fected praise’’ out of theirmouths. They 
conducted me more than a mile to see a 
village of heathen Karens who were fa- 
vorably inclined. Here it is delightful 
to preach. The gospel seems to be truly 
the ‘*power of God’* here.* 
27.—Came on early this morning to 
Kung-Shah, a region of Pwo Karens. 
One has been baptized here of late. Here 
I felt also that God had turned some 
hearts to Himself. There is quite a num- 
ber here who, we hope, believe in Christ ; 
but we have to-day accepted for baptism 
only five persons. Here is now stationed 
Thah Klay, a young man who has been 
aided in our normal school for two years 
by the Sabbath school in Terre Haute, 
Ind. Here, then, the gospel has taken 
effect ; here a church of Christ exists, to 
hold out to others the bread of life. The 
most interesting part of my visit here 
has been a visit to a large village of 
heathen Pwos, whose head man and 
many of the people seem almost Chris- 
tians. They expressed, at seeing me, & 
pleasure very much like what I have seen 
among true Christians. God is of a 
truth in this place. 


*The pastor or teacher of this new church 
is able and active; he is partially supported 
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Ludicrous Mode of Travelling. 


I returned from this visit to the in- 
quirers, in a huge cart, drawn by a yoke 
of buffaloes nearly as large as elephants. 
I could not but smile as I thought of my 
figure, half sitting, so as to form springs 
of my lower limbs, as those most horridly 
ugly appearing creatures trundled the 
wheels over the rough ground. But I 
must thus ride, or get into a still more 
ridiculous position, by clinging about a 
Karen’s neck to be taken over water. 
But, any way to get to the heathen the 
gospel of Jesus. I am fearfully weary, 
for I have been talking all day in Pwo 
Karen. This I now do with some ease, 
yet I get more fatigued than when using 
either the English or Sgau language. 

I have to-day passed by four of our 
larger churches in a region east of the 
Irrawadi ; for I expect to visit there when 
the Association meets among them, two 
months hence. I visited, but without 
having meetings, with the fifth church 
on the east side of the river. Here the 
members were apparently in a good state, 
and some of the heathen profess to have 
cast away their heathen customs. These 
inquirers were visited and encouraged. 


From this point Mr. Thomas proposed to 
visit a celebrated Karen woman, who profess- 
ed to be the daughter of a Nat, and who, asa 
kind of heavenly being, attracted much at- 
tention. She had gone, however, to Hentha- 
da, and Mr. Thomas passed on. 

Wayside Preaching—Baptisms. 

28.—After coming up the river two 
hours, I arrived at a large Burman vil- 
lage on the banks of the river, whence I 
desired to get inland some five miles. A 
Burmese official lent me his horse, a bit 
of a creature, saddled with a kind of a 
pad—Burman saddle. On this I sat; 
but my knees were bent at right angles, 
just as all the knees of Burmans are when 
on horseback. But the vicious pony car- 
ried me safely to my desired station, 
after a walk of an hour and a half, dur- 
ing which time I was preaching, or giv- 
ing a kind of running sermon. 


by the Sabbath school in Stewart St., Provi- 
dence, R. I. 


Since reaching this place, I have been 
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off a mile to see some of the new worship- 
pers, of whom there are here not less 
than twenty. But here, as in other 
places, they do not ask for baptism, 
though they profess to be Christians. 
But we never hurry the converts in this 
matter. 

29.—Sabbath evening. A good day; 
only two were baptized, but we have had 
multitudes to listen, many of whom pro- 
fess to believe. Here many distracting 
influences are at work. The influence of 
the Nat-thah-mee (daughter of the Nat) is 
great in these parts. Many here have 
purchased boats, expecting the woman’s 
father will soon come; and when that 
auspicious event takes place, the water is 
to arise and purify the earth. Alas! one 
would think if water would purify this 
world of ours, it would have been pure 
from the days of Noah. But there is 
nothing too absurd to be believed, not 
only here, but even in America. 


Return to Henthada—The Nat's Daughter. 


30.—I arrived in Henthada this after- 
noon, and right glad was I to find br. 
Crawley still occupying a part of our 
house. I came by another church, not 
having time to visit it for the present. 

I was not a little surprised at finding 
the Nat-thah-mee not only in this city, 
but on our compound, in our Karen 
chapel! Hence [ am thronged with a 
multitude, who come to see and entreat 
for their goddess. I thus have an oppor- 
tunity to preach to multitudes, while 
standing upon my verandah. 

Now as to the famous Karen woman ; 
she is rather pleasing in her personal ap- 
‘pearance. She has a great flow of words, 
a pleasant voice, and deep, dreamy eyes. 
But I have seen a hundred Karen women 
more beautiful than she is. Yet there is, 
at least for heathen Karens, a charm in 
this woman; for her words are about 
Christ, Mohammed and Gaudama. She 
does not intend to follow those leaders, 
but she has a few things belonging to 
these and others. Then these teachings 
are presented in such a whole-souled way, 
that she carries with her the multitudes. 
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They say though hungry, one forgets all 
his wants while listening to her words, 
Pray that this woman may be led to 
Christ; then others may follow, led by 
the Spirit. 


Tour North and West—Coolies and what 
they do, 


Henthada, Jan. 3, 1861.—The first 
three days have been spent here on the 
mission premises. I have seen many Ka- 
rens here, heathen, Christians and preach- 
ers. Now we are all ready to start on our 
northern tour. My coadjutor, Totah, an 
ordained man, and his good wife, go with 
me. There are also two Karen boys, one 
of whom does my cooking, and five cool- 
ies. This number of coolies may seem 
large to attend one man. But let us see 
what they do. One takes care of my 
horse and carries my camp stool. I need 
this one piece of furniture, for I am going 
to many places where there will not be a 
sign of achair. A second coolie carries 
two covered baskets, in which are my 
changes of clothing for a month's ab- 
sence. This amount of clothing is not 
excessive here, where the nights are 
severely cold and the days oppressively 
hot, where one is wet by the dews of 
morning and besmeared by the dust of 
noonday. Another coolie carries my bed 
and a curtain with which I can make a 
private apartment in times of need, and 
to protect me from the cold air of night. 
Another is laden with two baskets filled 
with various articles of food, a little 
crockery and kettles or chatties ; for all 
that one can find to eat in the jungles is 
rice and fowls, and these no Karen mis- 
sionary carries with him ; but every other 
article of food he must take, or suffer for 
the want of them. Thus four men are 
supplied with loads. The fifth man has 
on one end of his yoke, a tin trunk filled 
with a variety of simple medicines, and 
these are balanced by a few elementary 
books, a Karen Bible and hymn book, 
and stationery. Thus equipped, I am 
about to start on a tour extending about 
thirty miles to the western mountains, 
and thence northward to a distance of 
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seventy miles from this city. We go en- 
tirely unarmed, at least ‘‘the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal.’’ Though 
unarmed, and accompanied only by a few 
natives, I am usually free from fear, and 
sleep nights, even among the heathen, 
without an anxious thought. 


A Fruitful Church. 


4.—Bru-ka-too. Here the gospel first 
took effect after our arrival in Henthada. 
This has been a fruitful church; it has 
sent out one of our best pastors, and mem- 
bers who have aided much in forming 
other churches. It also sheds a hallowed 
radiance around the numerous heathen of 
this region. Two have to-day been bap- 
tized, and three, who have long been wan- 
dering, have been restored. Here is now 
a lovely church of about fifty members. 
Our communion here has been sweet. 
The head man and deacon of the church 
thinks they ought to do something to aid 
in supporting the normal school in the 
city. He gives ten baskets of paddy. 
Thus a practice has been commenced 
which will be of great benefit to the cause 
of education here in future time. We 
fondly hope that not many years hence, 
our educational expenses will be entirely 
met by the churches here. 

I have been rejoiced to meet here to-day 
one of the most intelligent Karen preach- 
ers of Bassein, Pah-yai. He has many 
relatives near Henthada city. 1 wrote 
him® not long since, telling him that his 
relatives wanted him to come and visit 
them again. He has responded to the 
call by coming in person. He said that 
before our mission was established here, 
he came up on a preaching tour, and 
that his relatives then told him that their 
time had not yet come. ‘But,”’ said 
they, ‘‘come again and we will listen ; 
or if we are dead, our children will wor- 
ship.”’ We all tried to pray that this 
visit of our brother may be blessed. May 
God’s own time have come. 

5.—Kyah-pee. Sunday evening. We 
have to-day enjoyed another precious sea- 
son with this people. Only two have 
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church are striving after more holiness of 
heart. This morning one broke down 
after another and was unable to proceed 
for tears. But, I think all felt the pre- 
ciousness of the pardoning love of Christ, 
for we saw our sins. 

8.—Yesterday was spent in coming to 
this place, Lay-myet-nah ; we preached to 
Karens on the way, but we were weary 
from the long journey. 

To-day we have visited from house to 
house, preaching to all whom we have 
seen. The church here is still not ina 
very spiritual state. As last year, many 
remain unbaptized, (there are more than 
@ dozen such,) so this year I am grieved 
at the low state of the church, and think 
a change of pastor or teacher might, 
under God, be blessed. All around this 
church are large heathen Karen villages, 
and all, all insensible to their spiritual 
interests! But others, quite as insensi- 
ble, have been quickened into spiritual 
life. 

The Heathen Passing away. 


9.—This day has been mostly spent on 
the road. We have seen but few except 
Burmans. We met a company of Ka- 
rens and Kyens, and pointed them to 
Jesus, of whom they desired not to hear. 
Then about noon we reached the houses 
of some of the members of this church. 
We found also one family who are re- 
garded as new worshippers. Here in 
the church at Myau-au-gu, the mem- 
bers seem to be spiritually alive. But 
they are poor beyond description, and 
hence beyond endurance. But all seem 
determined to follow Christ until death. 
It isa poor people like this, whom God 
not unfrequently makes rich in faith and 
heirs of the kingdom. Two interesting 
converts have been baptized to-day. I 
have been fondly hoping to hear that br. 
Allen had found some Sabbath school 
whose members would aid in supporting 
this distant company. 

11.—We have been on the road, or in 
a path through a vast forest, most of the 
day. At about eight this morning we 


been baptized, but the members of the 


came to a place where an assistant was, 
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for a time, stationed. The people re- 
ceived us kindly, and seem to long after 
something they do not possess. It was 
sad to see 80 many of them ill with fever. 
In such regions they die in numbers 
yearly. Thus the heathen are passing 
from our influence. Pray for the Karens 
at Thah-byu. It seems as if a /itt/e more 
power would suffice to save immortal souls 
here. But alas, how far beyond the 
power of men is this work! 

12.—Kyune-gong. This place is in 
the general region of Kanoung, a region 
where God’s grace has been manifested 
during the year in an unusual degree. 
The head man of this place, and a gov- 
ernment officer, came to the court a year 
and a half since, when he visited the 
mission house while our normal school 
was in session. He was impressed with 
what he heard and saw. From that time 
he has been determined to be a Christian. 
I spoke of this man last year, and re- 
marked that I had placed an assistant, 
Oung-hau, here. The teacher has re- 
mained most of the time since. And 
now not only the head man, but the in- 
habitants of three houses seem sincere 
Christians. 

This entire day has been spent in hold- 
ing meetings for examining candidates 
and in performing the ordinances. Ten 
of the new converts have been baptized, 
and about twenty of us sat down to com- 
memorate the dying love of Christ. May 
this ordinance be continued here in Thy- 
ung-gong until Christ shall come to judg- 
ment. Let me not forget to say, Oung- 
hau has been assisted to maintain his 
family here, by money sent by a very 
good and faithful friend of mine, once in 
Boston, but now in Philadelphia. Though 
not in Burmah, yet he has aided in 
preaching Christ where no white man 
could live the whole year, at the foot of 
the western Yoma mountains. 


Impressive Baptismal Scene. 
13.—After I awoke this morning, I 
heard one after another of the many who 
slept in the same house, offering up their 
morning secret devotion. These prayers 
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gave me reason to hope for a precious 
season in the early prayer meeting.— 
Never did the 53d of Isaiah seem go 
precious, as while I was trying to unfold 
some of its deep, its boundless meaning, 
to this house full of young Christians, 
Then came the examination of candidates 
for baptism, which was most satisfactory. 
At noon we went a short distance into a 
grove, where we found a clear stream ; 
(clear streams of water are scarce in 
hither or farther India.) Many of the 
heathen Karens were present, as well as 
candidates from other places; they lined 
the banks and perched upon trees, fallen 
across the stream. There, amid perfect 
silence, or silence broken only by the 
pronunciation of the baptismal formula 
and the singing of a couplet, as each one 
went into the water, I baptized ten con. 
verts, who, with four others, form the 
church in Too-wah. A more impressive 
baptismal scene I have never witnessed in 
any land. 

Here, too, the assistant has done nobly, 
and he has needed and received aid, some 
of which was sent by Mr. Bixby’s Sab- 
bath school, Providence, R. I. I hope 
he may be still aided by that school. 

This little band of fourteen Christians 
have already begun to exert themselves 
to save others. Like Andrew and Philip 
of old, Dardee, a middle aged man, has 
gone and told his relatives in another 
place that he has found the Messiah. 
We purpose to go to Dardee’s place, Too- 
gyee, to-morrow. 


Seed of a New Church. 


14.—We parted company with Totah 
and some others this morning, they going 
to Lep-pen-gwen, where, as they suppose, 
I could not proceed on horseback. With 
my diminished company I came on to 
Too-gyee. Here I find a small village of 
four houses, all whose inhabitants are 
determined to be the disciples of Jesus. 
There is one man here, remarkable for 
his spiritual enlightenment. He earnest- 
ly entreated that he might be baptized. 
We could not resist his request, and bap- 
tized him, as we fondly hope, the begin- 
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ning of a large church. His wife en- 
treated that in about ten days, Totah 
might come and baptize her also; but 
to-day she is not quite ready to comply 
with the Saviour’s command. I have 
reason to believe that all the members of 
this village will be in the church before a 
year passes away. 

As I returned from the water to-day, 
IT saw about two hundred men, Burmans 
and Karens, returning from pursuing 
robbers. They stopped, and there be- 
neath the shade of a tree, in a ‘‘thresh- 
ing floor,’ I had the privilege to preach 
to this multitude, representatives from 
all the villages in this region. I used to 
paint such scenes in my imagination 
while in a course of training for this 
work. 

While engaged in my room to-day, I 
heard some one preaching in Burmese 
with great energy, but who it could be I 
was at a loss to know until I looked out 
and found it to be Dardee! He can read, 
and has been thoroughly instructed in 
the cardinal doctrines of the Bible, and 
now, as far as he understands, he preach- 
es with all his might. I leave him here 
with this people, but have determined to 
instruct him more perfectly. 

Made a Spectacle. 

15.—Ovo-Lhe-kong. We started very 
early this morning, and reached this place 
by 8 o’clock. I had a large congregation 
to see me breakfast. This is one of the 
trials one must often submit to. He 
must sit upon a stool, with his food upon 
the bamboo floor, and with his plate upon 
his knees for a table! And then, when 
new converts come around one, rejoicing 
to see him for the first time, he does not 
feel like going inside to eat; so he sub- 
mits to be gazed at by a crowd of heathen 
Burmans, who are usually entirely desti- 
tute of shame; hence their piercing gaze 
and free criticism. 

There is no other place within the 
bounds of this mission which has occa- 
sioned us so much anxiety and care as 
this one. There have been, during the 
year, no leas than ten different assistants 
here. Four of these were from Bassein, 


who, after a month’s stay, could not 
be persuaded to remain longer. The same 
has been true of preachers from our own 
school. The Burmese officials have been 
specially overbearing. Indeed, it has 
seemed at times that all the powers of 
hell have been let loose to destroy this 
interest. But still we find some true be- 
lievers, judging from their appearance. 
To-day, from eight houses of professed 
believers, we have baptized eight persons. 
The others need more instruction, and 
need to ‘bring forth fruit meet for re- 
pentance.”’ 

Here the baptismal scene was quite 
different. Especially there was one can- 
didate who gave me much anxiety. But 
after a long examination he was received 
by all the members present, and went 
with the others to the water; but while 
there he appeared not in the least as if 
he was sincere in what he was doing. 
So after all the others were baptized, I 
asked him if he really wanted to be bap- 
tized. He answered in the affirmative, 
and his parents were very desirous that 
he should be. I then led him into the 
water, and raised my hand to pronounce 
the formula, when I saw him laughing. 
I stopped and said, ‘‘I will not baptize a 
person who appears so trifling.’’ I pitied 
the old mother, who looked as if she had 
lost all her friends. 


A Field to be Sustained. 


I have now arranged to have Ta-too 
and his wife, both having been members 
of our normal school, and both having 
been tried and proved to be faithful ser- 
vants of Christ, to settle here in Oo-Lhe- 
kong. The name of this Karen preacher 
I have sent to the Sabbath school in Day- 
ton, Ohio, whose members will, I hope, 
support him; for the members here are 
few and very poor. What a field this, 
for a Sabbath school far off in America to 
cultivate. Here is a weak church of ten 
members to be instructed; children to be 
taught, inquirers to be led to Christ, and 
many heathen to be preached to. Let us 
have prayers as well as money. 


16.—Oo-Tau. Here, too, we have had 
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a preacher ever since our normal school 
was dismissed, four months ago. There 
are many heathen, among whom I have 
come preaching almost every year since 
in Henthada. Now there is here a ‘‘seed 
to serve and praise’’ God. One family 
seem like new creatures in Christ; and 
we have just baptized the head of the 
family, who is a man of unusual promise 

Passing from Oo-Tau, we dined at an- 
other place where I sent a preacher, who 
remained a month or two. There are 
two or three whose hearts have evidently 
been touched by the Spirit of God here 
also. 
Evening.—I reached Quathah towards 
evening. All is full of interest here, 
There are not less than thirty new con- 
verts in this one place. I can now think 
of fifteen houses of worshippers here. 
God be praised for his goodness to Qua- 
thah. 

17.—This has been a day tiresome from 
excessive talking and preaching. Thir- 
teen of the new converts have been bap- 
tized, Totah and I baptizing alternately. 
There is here an intelligence, a sobriety, 
and an appearance of permanency, which 
makes one look upon this as one of our 
best churches. Here we need no aid to 
sustain a preacher. There are now about 
seventy members of the church, nearly 
all of whom are able to give something. 
The heathen here do something also to 
support preaching. This pastor, Shway- 
moo, will, I think, be ordained at our 
Associational meeting. 

To-tah met me here. He brings a very 
cheering report from Let-pen-gwen. Five 
out of a larger number of converts were 
baptized, and three houses of the heathen 
there have just begun to worship. The 
preacher there, Pyay-thah, is aided by 
the church of Jersey Shore, N. J. 


Head Quarters of Dacoits. 


18.—Kong-gyee is a beautiful spot, on 
the bank of a lake which is surrounded 
by the beautiful areca tree. But this is 
the head quarters, so to speak, of the 
Kanoung dacoits. Here, and in three 
places north of this, I have had assistants 
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established, but none of them have been 
successful. The reason of the want of 
success has been mostly, I think, in the 
people. The people have manifested a 
desire to receive instruction that they may 
become Christians; but in some cases, 
the true reason of their asking for teach- 
ers has been to appear like good men, 
that they might escape officers of jus- 
tice ! 

However, here in Tong-en, we have 
ventured to baptize one man, whose im- 
portunities for baptism were very earnest. 
We have now made arrangements fora 
man to remain here and in the regions 
around, and only preach the gospel. We 
have enjoined upon him the necessity of 
standing aloof from all the law business 
of this people. But here the people are 
too poor to sustain even a single man like 
Oung-gyee. Hence I have sent this 
preacher's name to the Sabbath school in 
Indianapolis for support. This is a very 
important region. Here is one man bap- 
tized, and others who call themselves 
Christians. O remember this wicked re- 
gion. Even this wilderness is beginning 
to ‘*bud and blossom.’’ 

I sleep here, but I feel a little unsafe. 
So I have all my coolies sleeping around 
me, and trust in God. I shall not go north 
of this place now. I think there are so 
many evil men calling themselves my dis- 
ciples, I had better avoid them. SoI 
shall start towards home early in the 
morning. 

20.—I have been glad to find it con- 
venient to spend another Sabbath day in 
Oo-Lhe-kong. We have had a day of 
worship and rest. 

23.—I now write from Pon-gike, where 
there is one convert,a young man of 
great interest. He is surrounded by many 
heathen, and I hope to havea teacher 
come and stop at his house, that the word 
of God may sound out through this re- 
gion. I am within an hour's ride of the 
mission house, and am about to go to it. 
In returning from Kanoung, I have come 
by the banks of the Irrawadi, and thus 
seen many Karens whom I have never 
before seen. 
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Summary of Labors. 


Evening.—In our own house. O, how 
high, and cool, and home-like, all appears 
here! I need a place to rest in for a day 
or two, for I have felt excessively fatigued 
for several days past. Indeed, I have 
hardly strength to stand firmly on level 
ground. But Iam full of joy and hope 
ut what I have seen and heard during 
the past month. We have administered 
the ordinances in ten different places ; es- 
tablished three new churches, and bap- 
tized one in each of three other places, 
where we hope soon to see churches of the 
living God. We have found new wor- 
shippers in five other places, where as yet 
none have been baptized. We have bap- 
tized fifty-seven converts during this one 
tour; and written down in my memoran- 
dum six other places, where there is a 
willingness to receive teachers. 

And still more; Pah-yai, whom I met 
during my first day out, seems to have 
met with success. He went among 
other places, to Ta-koo-ding, a place five 
miles south of this city, where the people 
rejoiced at his coming, and where the in- 
habitants of eleven houses have determined 
to cast away their superstitious practices 
and to worship God. Pah-yai could not 
remain until my return; so he left Ta- 
koo-ding in charge of a young man here, 
and returned to his charge on the banks 
of the Bassein river. 

Never were there so many and clear 
outward indications of God’s presence 
among usas at this time. O, that we 
may keep low at the Saviour’s feet and 
trust alone in Him. 


BASSEIN MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. VAN METER. 
The Bassein Association (Sgau), 


Bassein, March 7, 1861.—The meeting 
of the Bassein Association (Feb. 21-24) 
was one of great interest, and the more 
so to us, in consequence of our long ab- 
sence. The attendance was large as 
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usual. There were 800 strangers present 
on Saturday, and probably not far from 
1200 on the Sabbath, the last day of the 
meeting. 

But few Pwos were in the meeting; 
this, however, was owing in part to the 
appointment of the Pwo gathering at 
the same time, and in part to the desire 
of some to draw off from the Sgaus and 
form a Pwo Association. Every thing 
moved on harmoniously ; there was not 
the slightest note of discord from the be- 
ginning to the end. I took part with en- 
tire freedom in all the meetings. Mr. 
Beecher took the lead in all that per- 
tained to the arrangement of business, 
&e., and he was elected by the Karens 
Chairman of the Association. The let- 
ters showed a good state of things among 
the churches ; with few exceptions they 
seem to be advancing. This was espec- 
ially evident in the larger and more able 
churches, such as Ko Soo and P-mang- 
theng. The former report the regular 
observance of the monthly concert, and 
the maintenance of family worship in 
eight houses ; the prevailing practice has 
been that of evening chapel worship. 
They gave the pastor 130 rupees, and of 
paddy 200 baskets; for village school, 91 
rupees ; city school, 46 rupees. Whole 
number of members, 290. Their delega- 
tion to these meetings is always large and 
respectable. 

The presence and counsel of Dr. Bin- 
ney added largely to the interest of the 
occasion. And this specially in connec- 
tion with questions in discipline, which 
has now become an established part of 
the order of exercises. Some points, and 
chiefly, perhaps, the various questions 
growing out of the violation of the mar- 
riage contract, also as to what should be 
done with those who join themselves to 
unbelievers or heathen (idolaters) elicited 
much interest, and were more thoroughly 
discussed, perhaps, than on any former 
occasion. After stating the question, the 
opinion of the native preachers is first 
called for. Where they feel free to ex- 
press their opinion, it generally accords 
with our own. On points of particular 
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difficulty, however, they prefer hearing 
the teachers first, when they approve or 
take exceptions as the case may be. 


Ordination of a Pastor. 


The ordination of Da-Bii, one of the 
most promising of the young preachers, 
pastor of the church with which the As- 
sociation met, and a former pupil of Dr. 
Binney, occupied the greater part of the 
Sabbath, and was witnessed with great 
pleasure. Dr. Binney preached in the 
morning, and the ordaining exercises 
were in the afternoon. An episode in 
this service altogether unlooked for, was 
a response on the part of one of the dea- 
cons of the church, to the charge of Mr. 
Beecher, acknowledging in a very appro- 
priate and happy manner the favor of 
God in giving them a pastor, and pledg- 
ing the church to a faithful discharge of 
its obligations. The brethren said that 
the circumstance reminded them of scenes 
occasionally witnessed at home ; and the 
impression felt by all was that it was a 
most suitable part of the exercises. 

We were denied the pleasure of attend- 
ing during the last two days of this meet- 
ing, the Pwo annual gathering having 
been appointed last year at the full moon 
in February. This falling on Sunday, we 
were compelled to start at midnight on 
Friday, in order to be at the place chosen 
by Sunday morning. To do this we had 
to use the utmost effort, stopping but six 
hours out of the thirty. I stood at the 
helm of the boat nearly all night, in or- 
der to ensure the utmost speed, and avoid 
if possible the necessity of travelling on 
the Sabbath. The time would have been 
changed ; but on writing br. Brayton to 
this effect, he said he hoped there would 
be no change made, as he had reported 
the meeting widely, and both he and a 
number of his people were anxious to at- 
tend. 


The Pwo Association. 


This was the largest Pwo gathering yet 
seen in Bassein. All the churches were 
well represented, and sent well written 
and encouraging letters. The number of 
these churches is now eight, two more 
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than when we left, and the number of 
members a little over 400. Included in 
this number is a small band of ten per- 
sons, three houses in the extreme eastern 
part of the district, and at present wor- 
shipping with a Sgau church, whose pas- 
tor speaks Pwo, but which is also at a 
distance from them. They were baptized 
in 1859. We hope soon to be able to re- 
port this as the ninth church. All these 
churches have their own pastors, who 
maintain a good standing among their 
brethren in the ministry. Four report 
baptisms, in all, twenty-two. Upwards 
of fifty are reported as scholars in four 
villages ; but besides these there are more 
or less—old or young—trying to improve 
themselves in the use of their books, in 
all these places, even where there is no 
school reported. This is a point that we 
feel must be insisted upon, in order that 
the Christians may maintain the charac- 
ter they assume in becoming Christians, 
viz.: ** the white book people,’’ or chil- 
dren of light, in contrast with the hea- 
then, the common appellation for whom, 
and that even among themselves is, ‘* the 
children of darkness.’’ 


Benefits of Theological Study. 


Five of our young men are now in Dr. 
Binney’s school, and a number of the 
boys attended Mr. Brayton’s school in 
Rangoon last rains. The contrast be- 
tween those who have spent two or three 
years in a regular course of study with 
Dr. Wade and Dr. Binney, and those who 
have not, isas marked among the Pwos 
as among the Sgaus, and that even under 
the disadvantage of receiving all their in- 
struction through the Sgau dialect. If 
the preaching we have heard from a part 
of these young men may be taken as a 
fair sample, it certainly evinces ability, 
does credit to their teachers, and would 
furnish, to my mind, one of the strongest 
arguments for a systematic course of 
study. 

Some of these churches have, in com- 
mon with the Sgaus, contributed for the 
support of Mr. Beecher’s school in Bas- 
sein. The expenses of this school are 
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now borne entirely by the Karens, each 
church member being assessed annually 
to the amount of half a basket of paddy 
and four annas (12 cts.) in money for 
this object. 

The following statistics from the letter 
of the Tha-Ya-Gon church, sixty-seven 
members, formed two years since, may be 
of interest as a specimen, perhaps a little 
above the average, viz. ; baptized, 8 ; schol- 
ars, 12; gave for Home Missions, rs. 365, 
for pastor, rs. 27 nearly, paddy, 61. Bas- 
sein school, rs. 15 ; chapel repairs, rs. 23 ; 
poor, rs. 1, paddy, 10 baskets. 

Backslider Restored. 


Friends acquainted with the history of 
this mission fora year or two past will 
be glad to learn that the Pwo assistant, 
Tha Bwa,so long and favorably known 
as a successful pioneer missionary, but 
whose fall and exclusion some two years 
since gave us 80 much pain, was fully re- 
stored to his place in the ministry at this 
meeting of the Association. He was re- 
stored to church-fellowship a year since. 
At the time of his deposition he was pas- 
tor of the church just referred to, and he 
had been the principal agent in raising it 
up. He says that he does not know what 
possessed him at that time. He had been 
very successful, was esteemed highly by 
the people, flattered and praised, until he 
forgot himself and was led to act ina 
very improper way toward one of the 
members of his church. He was his own 
accuser at the time, and has no word of 
excuse now, but seems truly penitent. 
The punishment has been terribly severe 
to him, and at times seemed almost more 
than he could bear. We trust the lesson 
will not soon be forgotten. He certainly 
possesses peculiar facility and tact as a 
missionary. 


The Work Begun in Earnest. 


Here isan instance. A few weeks since 
I sent him to visit a place, not very dis- 
tant, but of which I knew little more than 
the name. After an absence of a week 
or so, he returned, bringing a very favor- 
able report of the disposition of the peo- 
ple. I advised him to return. Before 
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many days he came in again, ‘ bringing 
his sheaves with him.’’ God had done 
his own work there almost before we had 
asked for the blessing, and we were sur- 
prised. We visited this place last Sab- 
bath, and find that the work has begun 
there in earnest. Some of the most in- 
fluential men in the place have renounced 
all their former practices and become the 
worshippers of Jesus. And in a village 
beyond, they say that the interest and 
numbers are even greater than at this 
place. 

Is not He ‘* faithful who has prom- 
ised?’’ Can we ever again doubt his 
word? We will rejoice and be glad be- 
fore Him, for he has done marvellous 
things. To God be all the praise. 

The following statistics are from a pa- 
per furnished by Yo Poe, the Secretary, 
of the Association. 

Baptisms, 178. New worshippers, 39. 
Whole number, 5474. Scholars, 556. 


MAULMAIN KAREN MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. HIBBARD. 


Grounds of Thankfulness—Anxious for a 
Teacher. 

Maulmain, Feb. 28, 1861.—I feel 
thankful to God that 1 have not got to 
leave these poor sheep and lambs of our 
Redeemer ,* and thankful that I may still 
preach Christ to the heathen. May the 
Master give me grace to labor with 
greater faithfulness than I have hitherto 
done! O that it may please Him to pour 
out his Spirit upon the multitudes still 
out of Christ, till this whole land shall 
be full of his glory. 

It is a blessed privilege to be permitted 
to labor for the heathen; but my heart is 
pained to see so few, comparatively, in 
this field turning to Christ. To-day I 
have a letter from one of the ordained 
preachers, speaking of a heathen village 


* Mr. Hibbard had expected to be under 
the necessity of revisiting the United States 
to accompany Mrs. H. on her return to Bur- 
mah. She was able, however, to return in 
company with other missionaries. 
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on the Yunsalen river, where the people 
are anxious to have a teacher sent them. 
I rejoice to hear of it and shall grant 
their request at once. Do not cease to 
pray for me, that the work of the Lord 
may prosper in my hands. 


ASSAM MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. WARD. 


The Baptism at Sibsagor. 

Sibsagor, Feb. 25, 1861.—Previous to 
br. Whiting’s leaving, indeed on the last 
Sunday he was here, he baptized three 
girls from the school.* There has been a 
good deal of religious interest ever since, 
and increasing, I think, at the present 
time. Those three were the first baptized 
in Sibsagor during six long years! Two 
very interesting cases have occurred of 
conversion, and there are not less than 
five other cases of earnest seeking after 
God. We expect to baptize two or three 
next Sunday, and more, I trust, soon 
after.t My earnest prayer is that God 
will manifest his own peculiar grace, and 
work among the people that which can 
never be the work of man, and of which 
no man may take the glory. 

There is an interesting nucleus here, a 
church of some twenty-two members, and 
a growing community o/ children of thirty 
or forty, with Christian parents and 
Christian instruction. These little ones 
will soon be grown up, and will have a 
higher stamp of character, I hope, than 
their fathers. 


The Rebellion and Missions, 


I am feeling as much distressed as my 
faith in Providence will permit, in regard 
to the state of things in my beloved na- 
tive land. How blessed to know that 
Jesus reigns ! 

The secession of several States seems 
inevitable. Business must be at a stand 
during all the suspense of the winter 
months. And then—and then—how 
about our mission treasury? We must 


* See Magazine for August, p. 292. 
+ See Magazine for August, pp. 292, 293. 
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feel every shock of State and of commerce 
to our very fingers’ end. Are we to hear 
the sad notes of retrenchment in our mis- 
sionagain? I fearso. The blessed Lord 
Jesus direct for his own glorious name! 
I hope the churches of the North will not 
forget the cause of Christ among us who 
are afar off, even though they are passing 
through one of the most anxious periods 
of our national history. They cannot 
better please Him who holds our national 
destiny in his own hand, than by laying 
even a larger sacrifice upon his altar in 
the great cause of missions, May God 
give a large expansion to their faith, and 
a firm purpose to stand to the Master's 
work in evil as well as good report! 


LETTER FROM MRS. WARD. 
Experience of a Convert. 


Sibsagor, March 6, 1861.—Mr. Ward 
has written in regard to our recent bap- 
tism; but in his haste, some particu- 
lars are omitted which cannot fail to be 
interesting. 

The experience of Mr. Martin, the 
Englishman who was baptized, as he has 
given it to me from time to time, is one 
of unusual interest. His parents were 
strictly pious, members of the church of 
England, and brought him up to a rigid 
observance of the practices of that church. 
Of course he was sprinkled in infancy. 
At eleven years of age he left his home 
for a sailor’s life, and for sixteen years 
followed the seas. During this time, be- 
sides being many times sick, nigh unto 
death, once he was shipwrecked, and 
three times nearly drowned. On one oc- 
casion, he had so nearly expired that 
twenty minutes elapsed before conscious- 
ness returned. 

Although he had risen from a railor to 
be commander of a ship, in a freak of 
waywardness he enlisted as a soldier, and 
came to India. Here he was once in the 
hot contest of battle ; and, since he came 
to Assam, he has been so prostrated with 
fever as to be given up by his physician 
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and friends. But through all this, by 
the mercy of God he has lived, now to be- 
come a trophy of redeeming grace. 

In regard to all this, he says in a letter 
to me, ‘‘I have been seriously reviewing 
my past life; and when I call to mind 
the many narrow escapes I have had from 
death, I tremble at the very thought ; for 
where would my poor soul have been 
now? I feel that these were all calls 
which I neglected. O the long suffering 
and tender mercy of God! In addition 
to these, when I think of the prayers and 
admonitions of my dear departed parents, 
their letters and those of my dear brothers 
and sisters, they all rise up in judgment 
against me. 


‘Have mercy, Lord, on me, 

As Thou wert ever kind, 
Let me, oppressed with loads of guilt, 

Thy wonted mercy find. 


Withdraw not Thou thy help, 
Nor cast me from thy sight, 

Nor let thy Holy Spirit take 
His everlasting flight.’” 


The death bed of his wife, who was 
formerly a pupil of the mission school, 
and whose death bed was one of great 
Christian triumph, finally was the means, 
in the hands of God, of convicting him of 
sin, and since that time he has been an 
earnest seeker. 

Ile says, ‘*I have had a very hard three 
months’ struggle, and have been more 
than once giving up in despair; but 
thanks be to God, I trust I have now 
gained the victory through our Lord Je- 
sus Christ. I, who have been so long 
lost, feel that I am now found. I, who 
have been dead in trespasses and sins, 
feel that a new life has been imparted to 
me. Joy, joy unspeakable has taken 
possession of my heart. The scales have 
been removed from my eyes, and God, in 
his infinite mercy, has made me see the 
sinfulness of my heart ; and now, naked, 
vile and helpless as I am, I throw myself 
on the tender mercies of Him who alone 
is able to save to the uttermost all who 
call upon Him in sincerity and truth.” 


I trust,’’ he continues, ‘‘God will 
justify me; and if God be for me, who 
shall be against me? For I feel and know 
that Christ died for me, yea, rather is 
risen ag»in, and even now intercedes for 
me at the right hand of God. What, 
then, shall separate me from the love of 
Christ? Shall distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril or 
sword? I feel that in all these things I 
shall come off conqueror, through Him 
that loved me.”’ 

I sent him, a few weeks since, ‘‘The 
Way of Life.’’ When he returned it, he 
said he had read it through twelve times, 
and each successive time enjoyed it better 
than before. But the tract entitled, 
**The Moral Man Tried,’’ was especially 
blessed in bringing him to the light. 
His great stumbling block had been, he 
said, ‘* ‘going about to establish his own 
righteousness ;’ but thanks be to God, I 
am now ready to cast myself, with all my 
sins, at his feet, and say, take me as I 
am.’? His great desire now is, to save 
others, and we hope he will be greatly 
useful. 


A Name to be Honored. 


The young man from the office who 
was baptized, has been for two years a 
regular attendant on the Sabbath at 
Christian worship; but unmoved by it, 
till recently. A few weeks ago, he came 
to Mr. Ward, apparently in great trou- 
ble, and, with tears rolling down his 
cheeks, complained that one of the Mus- 
sulman office-men was deriding him by 
calling him ‘‘a Christian.’? Mr. Ward's 
reply was that he should think it an 
honor to be called a Christian, and asked 
him if he would not feel himself honored 
if he was called a king? That the Scrip- 
tures said Christians were kings. Not 
long after he came again with a deeper 
sorrow ; he was in distress on account of 
his sins, and wanted to relieve his mind 
by confessing them, which he did with 
apparent contrition. Now he rejoices in 
the Christian name. 

There are now cases of anxious inquiry. 
Pray for them and us. 
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LETTER FROM MR. JEWETT. 
Preaching Tour. 


Sungam, March 5, 1861.—On entering 
upon my touring work last cold season, 
I felt that I must not wait for well quali- 
fied laborers; that I must call to the 
work every available man who loves the 
Saviour, and ask him to speak for Him 
to the heathen. It was vacation. I re- 
flected thus. Here are teachers and 
scholars. Br. Douglass and Kanakiah 
go north. On reaching Ongole, they 
will call upon Obalu to leave for a season 
his farm ; and I will ask Polly-appa and 
Narayadu to leave their rice-fields to 
other hands, in order to plant the seed of 
the gospel. 

On the 18th of December, my company, 
consisting of Ezra and Rangashiah, teach- 
ers, and Changiah, trainer in the board- 
ing school, now beginning to assist in the 
work of the gospel, (together with four 
lads from the boarding school, but not as 
helpers,) started off. P. and N. were 
not able to leave their rice-fields at this 
season of the year. 

In the evening I started on horseback 
and came up with my party about mid- 
night, encamped in a small open bunga- 
low, built for soldiers. Each one lay 
down on his mat, and a spare one was 
spread forme. At early dawn the next 
morning we were on the move, and made 
seven miles by 8 o'clock, when we came 
to a native satram, or open shed, where 
we spent the midday. We travelled 
seven miles in the evening, and arrived 
at Goodoor, where we spent the night. 

In former years we always made this 
stage of fourteen miles, without halting ; 
but now the bridges are nearly all de- 
stroyed, five or six in number, and the 
road is in many places passed over with 
difficulty. What adds to the sadness is, 
that the great public road leading to 
Madras has been in this state for several 
years, and is likely to continue so. 

Dec. 19th we turned west, taking the 
new road leading to Cadapah, hoping to 
reach Sidapoor, seven miles distant, be- 
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fore breakfast, as we were informed the 
road was good. We found the bridges 
all gone, and the road cut up and de- 
stroyed in numerous places. 

For a long time we were cheerful and 
talkative. The road still stretched on 
before us, and the hills in the neighbor- 
hood of Sidapoor seemed to recede as we 
advanced. The atmosphere was cool, but 
the heat of the sun, this ball of fire di- 
rectly over our heads, was exceedingly 
oppressive. The disposition to talk was 
gone. We girded up our minds to the 
silent endurance of what must be borne, 
and thus finished our journey at twenty 
minutes past twelve o'clock. What a 
relief we found in the dense shade of a 
mango grove. The tents were 
pitched, and the past forgotten. 


s00n 


Calling Attention—Mode of Preaching. 


Sidapoor contains a population, prob- 
ably, of 1,500 inhabitants, of all classes. 
We staid here six days, preaching in this 
and all the villages in the neighborhood, 
On entering a village our first inquiry is. 
Where is the Ratsa ?—that is, the general 
place of meeting for business, or for con- 
versation. This is a simple elevation of 
two or three feet of earth, or stones, or 
bricks and mortar, and from ten to twen- 
ty feet square in extent. We often com- 
menced by singing some Teloogoo hymn, 
to call the people together. Beyond this, 
there was no regular order of exercises. 
A portion of Scripture previously selected 
and careful preparation were very often 
found wholly out of place. Some of our 
most attentive assemblies were so ignor- 
ant that they could not follow us in any 
regular discourse. When our hearers 
were intelligent, we were inclined to in- 
struct, reason and persuade them out of 
the Scriptures. We feel always the im- 
portance of holding up Christianity in its 
historical form, to reiterate over and over 
again the incarnation, atonement and 
resurrection of Christ. 


Divine Love Illustrated. 


One morning Ezra used the following 
illustration in preaching. ‘* Suppose 
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there were an ant in some’ uninhabited 
island, a great way off from this, in the 
middle of an ocean; and this ant was in 
danger of being starved, and a great king 
of some country were to take the case of 
that poor ant into his kind consideration, 
and, anxious to relieve it from that con- 
dition, were to bring it into his own 
country, where it would be safe and have 
plenty of food. And suppose the passage 
in a ship to that island was exceedingly 
dangerous on account of fearful storms 
at sea, and nobody offered to go to relieve 
the poor ant; seeing this, if the king 
were to send his only beloved son through 
imminent danger to rescue the ant, this 
would be a miracle of condescension, and 
all the people would be astonished at it. 
But the condescension that God has man- 
ifested in sending his only beloved Son to 
this wretched world to die for sinners, is 
infinitely greater than that which man 
can in any case manifest; because the 
distance between God and man is infinite ; 
but the distance between a king and an 
ant is not infinite, in a certain sense, as 
they are both creatures. God's giving 
up his Son to die for sinners, has indeed 
been a condescension that surpasses hu- 
man comprehension. And, had not God 
himself revealed it to us, we could never 
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have believed it, because it is so exceed- 
ingly wonderful.* 
Division of Hindu Villages. 

The Hindu villages are generally di- 
vided into three parts, separated some- 
times by a wide distance from each other. 
In the principal part live the caste peo- 
ple ; then come the Malah people, or out- 
castes; then, lower still in the scale, 
Madaga people, as shoemaker class. 

I have never yet found one of this low- 
est class able to read; nor more than one 
of a thousand of the Malah people, ex- 
cepting those who have learned to read 
in mission schools. 

These two classes, and the farmers, of 
the sudra caste, are our best hearers. 

A Whole Village Coming to Hear. 

On our return home, we stopped at 
Chinnuru. All the people came together 
as soon as we reached the village. The 
carpenters left off building, and the farm- 
ers left their farms. The women came 
with their children, led by the hand or 
carried on the hip. Our hearts were 
drawn towards them very strongly. We 
longed to lead them to Jesus. We sang, 
talked and prayed with them, and then 
returned to our tents at Goodoor. 

* Taken from Lectures on Theology, by Ish- 
wari Dass, page 244. 


MISCELLANY. 


HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE MAD- 
AGASCAR MISSION. 


Among the earliest enterprises contem- 
plated by the Directors of the London 
Missionary Society, the introduction of 
the gospel into the island of Madagascar 
was one of the most important and prom- 
ising. The population of the country, 
exceeding four millions—the debasing 
and cruel character of the prevalent idol- 
atry—the degradation and social wretch- 
edness of vast masses of the people—all 
combined .to present the most urgent 
claims for the exercise of Christian zeal 
and mercy. 

The memorial in favor of an attempt 


to commence a Christian mission at Mad- 
agascar, (say the Rev. Messrs. Freeman 
and Johns, in their ‘‘ Narrative of the 
Persecution in Madagascar,’’) was pre- 
sented at one of the earliest meetings of 
the father and founders of the London 
Missionary Society. Dr. Vanderkemp, of 
South Africa, was also desirous of at- 
tempting a mission to that vast island, 
but died before his plans could be carried 
into execution ; and Dr. Milne, when on. 
his way to China in the year 1812, col- 
lected considerable information respecting 
Madagascar, which he transmitted to the 
Directors of the Society. 

It was not, however, until the year 
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1817, that any direct attempt to send 
missionaries to that dark land appeared 
practicable; but, at that time, providen- 
tial events of recent occurrence afforded 
them encouragement, in dependence upon 
God, to enter upon this new and extensive 
field of labor. 

In the month of March, 1819, Messrs. 
Bevan and Jones, agents of the Society, 
landed in Madagascar, with a view to 
permanent labor; but, within a few 
weeks, the former of these devoted men, 
and his wife and child, were removed by 
death ; the wife and child of his associate 
also died ; while the solitary survivor was 
80 utterly prostrated by disease, as to be 
compelled for a season to return to Mau- 
ritius. 

But, undismayed by these calamities, 
Mr. Jones, who had, in the meantime, 
been joined by Mr. Griffiths, proceeded in 
the autumn of the following year to the 
island, and through the kind offices of the 
British resident, they were permitted to 
settle at Antananarivo, the capital, with 
the entire approval of Radama the king. 

The favorable regard of the king was, 
doubtless, to a considerable degree, se- 
cured by the beneficial arts and customs 
which the missionaries, in subordination 
to the higher objects of their office, intro- 
duced and commended to his subjects ; 
but eventually multitudes of the people 
understood and appreciated their minis- 
try, and sought from them instruction in 
the great truths of salvation. Large 
congregations were formed, many schools 
were established, and everything connect- 
ed with the new mission seemed auspi- 
cious and promising. 

Encouraged by such intimations of Di- 
vine Providence, the Directors made vig- 
orous efforts to extend their labors in 
Madagascar ; and, from the year 1818 to 
1828, they sent thither fourteen laborers, 
consisting of six ordained missionaries, 
two missionary printers, and six mission- 
ary artizans. 

At the expiration of eight years from 
the establishment of the mission, Radama, 
who had proved its active and faithful 
friend, died; he was succeeded by the 
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present queen, whose reign of cruelty and 
terror needs no description. From the 
commencement of her authority, she was 
wholly under the influence of the advo- 
cates of idolatry ; but her hostility against 
the religion of Christ was restrained or 
disclosed, as policy required, until, in 
the month of March, 1835, the fatal edict 
was issued, by which the people were 
forbidden, under pain of death, to profess 
Christianity; and the missionaries were 
soon after compelled to leave the island. 


But, during the fifteen years of their 
residence in Madagascar, the missionaries 
had labored with unwearied diligence, 
zeal and self-denial; and the results of 
these labors must excite astonishment 
and command admiration. The number 
of schools they established, amounted to 
nearly 100, containing 4,000 scholars ; 
and more than 10,000 children passed 
through these schools during the period 
under review, to whom were imparted 
the elements both of useful instruction 
and religious truth. Elementary books 
were provided for the pupils ; and a large 
proportion of these were distributed 
among those who voluntarily acquired 
the art of reading without attendance on 
the schools ; while many of the principal 
scholars directed their attention to the 
English language, and became familiar 
with the English Scriptures. Two large 
congregations were formed at the capi- 
tal; and nearly 200 persons, on a profes- 
sion of their faith, were admitted to 
church fellowship. Preaching stations 
were established in several towns and 
villages, at a distance from the capital ; 
and many week-day services were held at 
the dwellings of the native Christians. 
Two printing presses, sent out by the So- 
ciety, were in constant operation, and 
besides school-books, not fewer than 25,- 
000 tracts were printed and put into cir- 
culation, and a dictionary of the language 
also was prepared and printed in two vol- 
umes. But, above all, the whole of the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ments were translated, corrected, and 
printed in the native language—a lan- 
guage which had been first reduced to a 
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written form by the labors of the mis- 
sionaries. 

As it has been already stated, early in 
the year 1835 the coercive and persecut- 
ing measures of the queen were brought 
into full and fatal operation. All Chris- 
tian instruction was prohibited in the 
schools—the congregations dispersed—the 
observance of Christian ordinances strict- 
ly prohibited, and even the possession of 
the sacred Scriptures was attended with 
heavy penalties. And, in addition to all 
other sorrows, the Christians beheld their 
faithful missionaries compelled to aban- 
don their much loved work, and them- 
selves left as sheep without a shepherd in 
the midst of ravening wolves. 

On the 15th of February, 1835, the 
judges met in the capital of Madagascar, 
and at the command of the queen sum- 
moned all that were able to walk—men, 
women, and children, and slaves—to at- 
tend a Rabary, that is, a public assembly, 
to be held that day fortnight, March Ist. 
In addition to the inhabitants of the cap- 
ital, there were assembled a multitude of 
strangers from the country, besides a 
large military force, to give weight and 
importance to the proceedings. A proc- 
lamation of the queen was then delivered 
with great solemnity, by which all the 
prohibitions of Christianity, to which we 
have adverted, were distinctly announc- 
ed, and severe pains and penalties, con- 
sisting of fine, imprisonment, slavery, 
and death, were pronounced on any in- 
fraction of these new laws. While the 
heavier penalties were reserved for those 
who were convicted of persevering in their 
Christian practices, all were called upon 
to become self-accusers and make confes- 
sion of their guilt, in which case they 
were to escape further punishment by the 
payment of a fine. 

The consequences which followed were 
most painful and disastrous, and are de- 
scribed in the following statement, writ- 
ten by one at that time residing in the 
capital :— 

‘*This was a time of severe trial, when 
many of those who had made some pro- 
fession of religion, or manifested some 
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regard to the ordinances of Christianity» 
said, like Peter, ‘I know Him not.’ Va- 
rious were the excuses made by the fear- 
ful and unbelieving, as, ‘I went from cu- 
riosity, and, seeing the evil of it, I ceased 
to go. I observed, indeed, the Sabbath, 
but was never baptized. I thought it 
was doing feudal service, so as to confirm 
the queen in her government. I never 
believed, but went because others went.’ 
Some, of whom the missionaries had 
hoped better things, said, ‘Since God will 
not protect us, we may as well do as we 
please ;’ and then, yielding to evil pro- 
pensities, they plunged into sevenfold 
wickedness. But many others, ‘faithful 
among the faithless,’ boldly told the per- 
sons who were appointed to receive their 
accusations : ‘We did no evil, and intend- 
ed none to the queen or her kingdom in 
our prayers and our observance of the 
Sabbath ; we prayed to the God of heaven 
and earth to prosper her reign.’ When 
they were asked how many times they 
had been praying and worshipping God, 
they frankly confessed that they could 
not tell; for whenever they were disen- 
gaged from the government service, they 
had neglected no opportunity of attending 
on the worship of God ; ‘and, as to pray- 
ing,’ said they, ‘we always prayed before 
going to our work in the morning, and 
before going to sleep in the evening ; also 
before and after eating, and often at other 
moments in the course of the day.’ One 
excellent Christian, from a distant dis- 
trict, a man of considerable influence, 
was accusing himself to the judges ; being 
asked how many times he had prayed, he 
replied, he could not tell; ‘but I can tell 
you,’ said he, ‘that for the last three or 
four years, I have not spent a single day 
without offering prayer several times a 
day. I asked for nothing injurious to 
any one, but entreated God to make all 
the people in this country and in other 
countries, as well as myself, good people.’ 
The judges asked him to give them a spec- 
imen of his prayer, which he cheerfully 
did in the presence of multitudes. He 
first told them how he confessed his sins 
before God, and implored forgiveness, 
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and asked God’s help to enable him to 
live without sinning ; to wash him from 
his sin, to make him holy, and to prepare 
him for eternal happiness. He said that 
he asked the same blessings for his family 
and friends, and for the queen and all her 
subjects; ‘and,’ said he, ‘I asked all these 
things in the name of Jesus Christ; for 
we sinners can receive nothing from God 
but through his Son, Jesus Christ, who 
died for sinners.’ The judges confessed 
that his prayers were very good, but as 
the queen did not approve of such things, 
they ought not to be offered in her coun- 
try.”’ 

The first victim on whom the penalty 
of death was inflicted was a devoted 
Christian woman named Rasalama. In 
the year 1837 she was put to death in the 
capital, having previously undergone the 
most cruel tortures. ‘On the day before 
her execution, she was put in irons of a 
peculiar construction, not intended so 
much for the security of the prisoner, as 
for cruel punishment. These irons con- 
sist of rings and bars, and are so fastened 
around the feet, hands, knees and neck, 
as to confine the whole body in the most 
excruciating position, forcing the extrem- 
ities together as if the sufferer were 
packed in a small case. Being led the 
next morning to the place of execution, 
she expressed her joy that she had receiv- 
ed the knowledge of the truth, and con- 
tinued singing hymns on the way. Pass- 
ing by the chapel of Mr. Griffiths, where 
she had heen baptized, she exclaimed— 
‘There I heard the words of the Saviour.’ 
On reaching the fatal spot she calmly 
knelt down, and in solemn prayer com- 
mitted her spirit into the hands of the 
Redeemer, and in that attitude was 
speared to death ; the executioners, stand- 
ing behind her and by her side, struck 
her through the ribsand the heart. The 
pain would be momentary and the bliss 
that followed immortal. Her body was 


left to be devoured by the wild dogs that 
frequent all places in Madagascar where 
criminals suffer.’’ 

In the year following Rafaralahy, a 
noble minded and devoted Christian, 
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shared a similar fate. He was executed 
on the same spot, and exhibited in his 
last moments the same holy confidence 
and joy. 

The storm of persecution continued to 
increase in violence, and among those ap- 
prehended were the six Christian natives 
(four men and two women) who escaped 
death by flight, and happily reached 
England in the year 1839, where they 
gave ample and conclusive evidence of 
their Christian principles. One of these 
was Mary or Rafaravavy, a woman who 
had belonged to a superior class of socie- 
ty in Madagascar, and whose life was 
saved as by a miracle. She ended her 
days in peace in Mauritius, where she 
tarried in the hope that God would again 
open a way for her return to her country 
and friends. 

In the year 1837, the queen of Mada- 
gascar considered it expedient to send an 
embassy to the king of Great Britain, 
William the Fourth. The embassy con- 
sisted of six officers in her service ; and 
having previgusly had interviews with 
Viscount Palmerston, then Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, they had on the 
7th of March an audience of the king at 
Windsor. During the interview, his 
Majesty introduced the embassy to Queen 
Adelaide, who addressed them with great 
courtesy and kindness. Afterwards, while 
passing through the apartments of the 
castle, they again met her Majesty, who 
entered into conversation with the em- 
bassy ; and, having learned that, although 
many had been instructed by the mission- 
aries, yet, in consequence of an edict of 
the queen of Madagascar, no native could 
profess Christianity, her Majesty, ad- 
dressing herself to the members of the 
embassy, said, ‘*Tell the queen of Mada- 
gascar from me, that she can do nothing 
80 beneficial for her country as to receive 
the Christian religion.”’ 

By the friends of missions it was hoped 
that the influence of this embassy would 
be favorable to the cause of Christianity 
in Madagascar; but unhappily this hope 
was never realized. On the contrary, 
the inveterate hostility of the queen and 
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native government continued to increase, 
and in the year 1849 a persecution of un- 
precedented severity was directed against 
all professors of the gospel, when no less 
than eighteen at one time were put to 
death in the city of Antananarivo. The 
affecting spectacle is thus described by a 
native Christian, who witnessed the suf- 
ferings and triumphs of the martyrs : 

‘*Before it was light on the 15th of 

March, the people assembled at A——y. 
Then they took the eighteen brethren that 
chose God, and to inherit life, and to be- 
come his sons and his daughters, and 
they bound their hands and feet, and tied 
each of them to a pole wrapped in mats, 
and placed them with the other prison- 
ers. And of these united brethren and 
sisters, ten were from Vonizongo. And 
when the officers, and troops, and judges 
arrived, they read over the names of each 
class of prisoners, and then placed them 
by themselves, and stationed around them 
soldiers with muskets and spears; and 
the sentences were then delivered—con- 
signing some to fine and confiscation, 
others to slavery, others to prison and 
chains, some to flogging, and eighteen to 
death—four to be burned, and fourteen 
to be hurled from the rocky precipice, 
and afterwards burned to ashes. 

‘And the eighteen appointed to die, as 
they sat on the ground surrounded by the 
soldiers, sang the 137th hymn :* 

‘When I shall die and leave my friends, 

When they shall weep for me, 
When departed has my life, 
Then I shall be happy.’ 

‘‘When that hymn was finished, they 

sang the 154th: 


‘When I shall behold Him rejoicing in the 
heavens,’ &c, 

«‘And when the sentences were all pro- 
nounced, and the officer was about to re- 
turn to the chief authorities, the four sen- 
tenced to be burned requested him to ask 
that they might be killed first, and then 
burned. But they were burned alive. 

*The numbers refer to the collection of 


printed hymns in the native language. The 
translation is verbal and literal, not a metri- 
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‘‘When the officer was gone, they took 
those eighteen away to put them to death. 
The fourteen they tied by the hands and 
the feet to long poles, and carried on 
men’s shoulders. And these brethren 
prayed, and spoke to the people, as they 
were being carried along. And some 
who beheld them said that their faces 
were like the faces of angels. And when 
they came to the top of Nampaminarina 
they cast them down, and their bodies 
were afterwards dragged to the other end 
of the capital, to be burned with the 
bodies of those who were burned alive. 

‘*And as they took the four that were 
to be burned alive to the place of execu- 
tion, these Christians sang the 90th 
hymn, beginning, ‘When our hearts are 
troubled,’ each verse ending with ‘Then 
remember us.’ Thus they sang on the 
road. And when they came to Faravo- 
hitra, there they burned them, fixed be- 
tween split spars. And there was a 
rainbow in the heavens at the time, close 
to the place of burning. Then they sang 
in the hymn 158 : 

‘ There is a blessed land 
Making most happy. 

Never shall the rest depart, 
Nor cause of trouble come.’ 

“That was the hymn they sang after 
they were in the fire. Then they prayed, 
saying, ‘O Lord, receive our spirits, for 
Thy love to us has caused this to come to 
us. And lay not this sin to their charge.’ 

“Thus they prayed as long as they had 
any life. Then they died; but softly— 
gently. Indeed, gently was the going 
forth of their life. And astonished yere 
all the people around that beheld the 
burning of them there.’’ 

At different periods, the hopes of the 
Directors of the Society, and of the friends 
of missions in general, had been raised by 
tidings transmitted through Mauritius, 
that the cruel persecution of the Chris- 
tians was at least relaxed, and that pros- 
pects of social and religious freedom were 
dawning on the sufferers. But all such 
reports proved either unfounded or great- 
ly exaggerated. In the year 1852, how- 


cal rendering of the meaning. 
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gence to the same effect reached Mauri- 
tius, which seemed to bear the character 
of authenticity ; and the Directors were 
accordingly induced to request the Rev. 
Wm. Ellis, and Mr. Cameron, of the 
Cape of Good Hope, (who had formerly 
labored on the Island,) to proceed to 
Madagascar and ascertain the actual state 
and prospects of the Christians. On their 
arrival at Mauritius, by careful examina- 
tion of the various letters which had re- 
cently been received from Madagascar, 
they ascertained that the favorable tidings 
forwarded to England had not been con- 
firmed. They nevertheless proceeded on 
their mission, and, after a comfortless 
and perilous passage, reached the port of 
Tamatave on the 18thof July. Here they 
waited till communications had been held 
with the native government, at the capi- 
tal; and, in reply to their request to pro- 
ceed thither, the visitors were informed 
that their application was declined, on 
the pretence that the business of the gov- 
ernment at that time was very urgent. 
They returned to Mauritius, and in that 
colony Mr. Ellis continued until the Sth 
of June in the year following, when he 
proceeded a second time to Madagascar, 
in the hope of being then allowed to pro- 
ceed to the capital. At this period the 
cholera was raging fearfully at Mauritius, 
and, to prevent contagion, strangers were 
strictly prohibited from entering the 
country ; and, after a short stay at Tam- 
atave, Mr. Ellis was reluctantly compelled 
again to quit the Island. 

But, in the year 1855, a letter was re- 
ceived from the Malagasy Government, 
conveying to Mr. Ellis and Mr. Cameron 
permission to proceed to the capital ; and 
before the close of the year a second letter 
reached Mr. E., then in England ; and as 
the permission forwarded in this instance 
must be regarded almost as an invitation, 
he, at the request of the Directors, under- 
took a third visit to Madagascar. For 
this purpose he left England on the 26th 
of March, 1856, and on the 12th of July 
he again anchored at the Port of Tama- 
tave, and after a short stay commenced 
his journey towards Antananarivo. 
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On his way the traveller received, by 
order of the Government, every degree of 
assistance which could facilitate his pro- 
gress, and on his arrival at the capital, 
August 26th, was welcomed in the name 
of the queen by her officers, and a com. 
fortable dwelling was assigned to him 
during his visit. On an appointed day 
Mr. E. was honored with an audience of 
state with the queen, in which she ex- 
pressed her desire to maintain friendly 
relationsand commercial intercourse with 
England; and throughout the period of 
his visit, the officers of the Government, 
by the queen’s command, manifested to- 
wards him the utmost courtesy and kind- 
ness, and supplied him with superabund- 
ant proofs of hospitality. But Mr. El- 
lis’s chief gratification and encourage- 
ment was derived from his intercourse 
with the native Christians, particularly 
the pastors of the churches, by whom he 
was visited every day; the conference 
often extending to an advanced hour of 
the night. The pleasure was also greatly 
increased by his intercourse with the 
Prince of Madagascar, in whom he found 
a warm and faithful friend of the Chris- 
tians. To the character of this hopeful 
young man, Mr. E. bears the following 
testimony : 

‘*His affection for his mother appeared 
to be strong and faithful, and his loyalty 
equally so; and though not insensible to 
the miseries of the people, but, on the 
contrary, feeling deeply the calamities 
produced by the measures of the govern- 
ment administered in her name, he more 
than once said, in the event of any dan- 
ger, he would be the first to die in defence 
of his mother; and yet, it is said, he al- 
lows no suitable occasion to pass without 
counselling a mild and equitable rule. 
His keen sense of the injustice of the se- 
verities and cruelties inflicted upon the 
Christians, contributed, in all probability, 
to induce the prince to become their 
friend ; and, when ultimately repudiating 
the claims of the idols of his country, he 
identified himself with the Christians, 
though thereby imperilling his prospects 
of the crown ; and subsequently, when he 
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is said to have remonstrated against all 
open persecution, whatever the conse- 
quences to himself might be, he evinced 
a degree of moral courage not always as- 
sociated with the gentle demeanor and 
humane disposition which he so uniform- 
ly manifested. 

‘*It is the attribute of God alone to see 
the end from the beginning ; but whatever 
may be the future of Rakotond Radama, 
he has been one of the greatest blessings 
to his own country in the important 
crisis through which it is now passing, 
occupying a position somewhat analogous 
to that of Edward VI., at the dawn of 
the Reformation, but with even sounder 
principles and greater charity." 

The stay of Mr. Ellis at the capital, 
was, by the arrangement of the Govern- 
ment, restricted to six weeks, and he re- 
turned to the coast, attended by the same 
marks of respect and friendship he had 
enjoyed on his inland journey ; and after 
visiting Mauritius, he reached England 
on the 20th of March, 1857. 

During the last year, information reach- 
ed the Cape of Good Hope, and also Eng- 
land, which encouraged the belief that 
the Government of Madagascar was about 
to be relinquished by the queen in favor 
of her son. This, however, awaits con- 
firmation, and nothing has occurred since 
the return of Mr. Ellis materially to 
qualify his statements or to change the 
condition and prospects of the Christians. 

The laws of Madagasear, that is, the 
decrees of the queen, against all profes- 
sors of Christianity, remain unrelaxed in 
their severity; and multitudes both of 
men and women, who have been convict- 
ed of believing the truths and practising 
the duties of the gospel, are now suffering 
poverty, imprisonment and slavery. 

But, while the condition of these suf- 
ferers should awaken our tenderest sym- 
pathy, it is gratifying to learn that 
through the intervention of the Prince of 
Madagascar, the application of these op- 
pressive and sanguinary laws has been 
greatly restrained, and kind and powerful 
influence has thus, through the merciful 
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providence of God, been exerted on behalf 
of his suffering saints. 

For the present, huwever, access to the 
Island on the part of any Christian mis- 
sionary, or indeed of any foreigner, is 
strictly prohibited, and communication 
with the suffering Christians is all but 
impracticable. 

Yet, notwithstanding the severe trials 
to which the Christians have been sub- 
jected for nearly a quarter of a century, 
believers greatly increase, and the church- 
es of Madagascar are multiplied; this 
applies not only to the capital, but to dif- 
ferent parts of the island. 

These wonderful and blessed results are 
to be ascribed exclusively to the power 
and presence of God. His Word, accom- 
panied by the grace of his Holy Spirit, 
has been the light and life and triumph 
of his persecuted saints ; and to Him who 
has hitherto been their gracious Protect- 
or, the friends of missions may look, in 
the exercise of believing prayer, as the 
sure Preserver and future Deliverer of 
his church in Madagascar.— Lond. Miss. 
Chron. 


MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY IN 
CHINA. 


The reports of the operations of this 
Society, lately received, show that its be- 
nevolent designs have been carried on 
amid the disasters of war in that land, 
The reports of the meetings held at Can- 
ton on the 20th, 2lst and 22d anniver- 
saries, (in the years 1859, 1860, and 
1861,) have been received, and show that 
the Society is now carrying on its opera- 
tions with its original vigor. They were 
suspended at Canton in October, 1856, by 
the English troops occupying the hospi- 
tal, and could not be resumed till Janu- 
ary, 1859, when Dr. Kerr re-opened the 
hospital in another part of the city. 
From his report, read January 25, 1860, 
it appeared that he had attended to 13,- 
186 patients during the preceding year, 
of whom 3,642 were females. There 
were 82 surgical cases. Dr. Kerr had 
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prepared one tract on vaccination, the 
copies of former treatises on this subject 
being out of print, and another new one 
on the use of the truss in hernia, and the 
use of quinine in fevers. 


The beneficial influences of the hospital 


at Canton were so apparent that the for- 
eign community readily responded to the 
call of the Society, and subscribed suffi- 
cient to build a hospital large enough to 
accommodate more of the patients re- 
quiring surgical aid. It should be men- 
tioned here, that a Chinese merchant, 
Howqua, had gratuitously furnished the 
Society with a house suitable for its hos- 
pital for twenty years—a house which he 
could have usually rented for a thousand 
dollars annually—but that building was 
burned during the troubles in 1856. The 
twenty-second report of the Society men- 
tions that 17,631 patients were relieved 
during the year 1860, of whom about 
3,500 were females; 250 surgical opera- 
tions were performed, and about 700 chil- 
dren vaccinated. A branch dispensary 
had been opened at Fuhshan, sixteen miles 
from Canton, which had found favor with 
the people, and prepared the way for 
preaching the gospel. The total expenses 
of this hospital, for rent, medicines, 
wages of assistants, and aid to poor pa- 
tients during the two years, had been 
$1,102, or an average of less than thirty 
cents fur each patient. The superintend- 
ing physician, John G. Kerr, M.D., is a 
member of the mission of the Preshyte- 
rian Board, and his surgical instruments 
were furnished by friends in America. 
The enlargement of the hospital cost $1,- 
264.86, and the total outlay for the two 
years was only $2,647.62, nearly all of 
which was subscribed by the foreign com- 
munity of Canton and Hongkong, the 
Chinese merchants aiding to a small ex- 
tent. 

In his last report Dr. Kerr thus sums 
up some of the results attained by mis- 
sions in China : 

** There have been four public services 
each week throughout the year, and part 
of the time two additional services at 
night. A daily morning service for the 
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in-patients has been kept up, at which 
the books of the New Testament have 
been explained in a familiar style. Al- 
though no immediate results in the re- 
ligious department are apparent, yet there 
is abundant encouragement for untiring 
perseverance in disseminating religious 
knowledge. 

‘* Fifty years ago but one Protestant 
missionary had been sent to China; and 
he was not permitted to remain here ex- 
cept as a servant of the East India Com- 
pany. At that time the Bible was un- 
known to the Chinese, and the obstacles 
to its translation were almost insupera- 
ble, while the possibility of circulating it 
among the people was far away in the 
unknown future. 

‘* Twenty-five years ago, when the 
Ophthalmic Hospital was first opened, 
Canton and Macao were the only places 
where foreigners were permitted to live, 
and the gospel could not be publicly 
preached in those cities. At that time 
only twenty-four Protestant missionaries 
had been sent to the Chinese, and only 
five of these had entered China. In the 
agencies for the evangelization of China, 
medical missions have performed a high 
and useful part.— Miss. Her. 


DONATIONS, 
Recetvep 1861. 


Maine. 


Wiscasset, Mrs. Margaret Wa- 
ters 2; Mrs. Letuce Owen 1; 
Mrs. Ann H. Taylor 1; Cam- 
den, 2ndch. 10; Alfred Gore, 
Rev. Rufus Chase 5; China, 
Rev. Hosea Pierce 1; War- 
ren, Ladies’ Bap. For. Miss. 
Soc., Mrs. Eliza A. Kennedy 
tr., 11; Mrs. Eliza A. Ken- 
nedy, for def., 5; Corinna, 
Mrs. Martha Young 1; 37.00 


Massachusetts. 


A fem. friend 100; Boston, Mrs. 
Wood 1.50; Miss Ann Covell 
50 cts.; a friend 50; ‘One 
who loves the cause of Mis- 
sions” 35; James L. Wood 1; 
Mrs. Thurston 1; Mrs. Wood 
1; South ch., Dea. Geo. B, 
Dexter tr., 11; Chelsea, Cary 
Ave. ch., E. C. Fitz tr., mon. 
con., 21.46; Old Cambridge, 
ch., J. B. Dana tr., 425.06; 
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Brookline, ch. and cong., 
Dea. D. Sanderson tr., mon. 
con. two months, 39.10; 
Brighton, ch. 3.26; Newton 
Centre, ch. 50; Dorchester, 
Mrs. M. 8. Diinble 2; Wey- 
mouth, ch. 2.25; 

Essex, a friend 10; Andover, 
ch., Francis Richardson tr., 
8.07; Lawrence, B. quar- 
terly contrib.,” 5; Webster, 
ch., of wh. 10 is to be ex- 
pended by Rev. L. Jewett, 
Nellore, for chapel, 38.09; 

Worcester Asso., Worcester, Ist 
ch., of wh. 100 is to cons. A. 
L. Burbank H. M., 162; 
Pleasant st. ch., mon. con. 
9.10; per Rev. J. Aldrich, 


agent, 
Westfield Asso., Southwick, ch., 
per Rey. J. A., agent, 


Rhode Island. 


Providence, Ist ch., Mrs. F. R. 
Arnold 


Connecticut. 


State Convention, W. Griswold 
tr., Plainfield, Union ch. 20; 
Hartford, South ch. 313.83; 
Danbury, 2nd ch. and Ladies’ 
Soc. 2767; New Haven, 
Wooster Place ch. 24; Tariff- 
ville, ch. 8; Willington, ch. 
2; Brooklyn, ch. 89 cts.; 
Fairfield Asso., 13; individ- 
ual donas. 13.31; 

New London, Mrs. H. E. 
Thompson, for the Assam 
Mission, Nowgong, 30; Wa- 
terbury, Dea. Wim. Pickett 
10; Hartford, Ist ch. 321- 


New York. 


Williamsburgh, 2nd ch., of wh. 
15 is fr. Sub. Sch., Juv. Miss. 
Soc., per Rev. C. F. Tolman, 
1l mon. con, 6 mos., 8.60 
special coll. and 10 fr. Bible 
el., Geo. Dellar tr., 44.60; 
Buffalo, Washington st. ch. 
203.04; German ch., Sab. 
Sch., for schools, 7; Fort Cov- 
ington, ch., for def., 7; Jef- 
ferson Co., a friend of mis- 
sions, tow. sup. of a pupil in 
Rev. Dr. Binney’s  theol. 
school, Rangoon, 7; 

Mohawk River Asso., J. R. Mil- 
lington tr., 

Otsego Asso., per Rev. II. A. 
Smith, 

Franklin Asso., J. N. Adams 
tr., Oneonta, ch. 5; Sidney 
Centre, Rev. 8. P. Brown 1; 

Rochester, a friend 1; Mrs. A. 
Strong 3; Corning, ch. 10.20; 
per Rey. G. P. Watrous, 

Broome and Tioga Asso. 13.07; 
Barker and Chenango, ch. 
4.50; Owego, ch. 31.75; Bing- 


171.1 


422.70 


361.75 


268.64 
38.00 
18.70 


6.00 


14,20 
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784.45 


hampton, ch. 15; Tioga and 
Barton, ch. 3.15; Whitney’s 
Point, ch. 12.18; Yorkshire, 
ch. 1.50; Rev. L. Ranstead 
2; Rev. D. F. Leach 2; per 
Rev. T. Allen, agent, 

Chenango Asso., Elmira, 1st ch, 
48.95; Central ch. 4.50; 
Scuthport, ch. 15; Factory- 
ville, ch. 10.65; per Rev. T. 
A., agent, 

Cortland Asso., Truxton, ch., 
per Rey. T. A., agent, 

Chenango Asso., Earlville, ch. 
9.13; Georgetown, ch. 5.41; 
per Rev. T. A., agent, 

Genesee Asso., Wyoming, ch. 
52.65; Warsaw, ch. 1; Bata- 
via, ch. 2.50; Attica, ch. 7- 
-75; Bethany, ch. 10; Pavil- 
ion, ch., of wh. 1 is for Bible 
distrib., 9.50; Batavia and 
Pembroke, ch. 1; Leroy, ch. 
65; Middlebury, ch., of wh. 
5.40 is fr. Fem. Soc., 6.40; 
Perry, ch. 1; per Rev. R. Mo- 
rey, agent, 

Saratoga Asso., Burnt Ilills, ch. 
2.20; Stillwater, 2nd ch. 5; 
Greenfield, ch. 2; Halfmoon, 
2nd ch. 5; Mrs. Sophia Cor- 
win 5; Morean, ch. 4.03; per 
Rey. 0, Dodge, agent, 

Hudson River North Asso., Joel 
Marble 3; Susan A. Marble 
2; per Rev. O. D., agent, 

Stephentown Asso., Flat Brook, 
ch. 11.16; East Chatham, ch. 
2.65; Mrs. Betsey Pomeroy, 
5; Berlin, ch. 18.13; D. Ty- 
ler 5; Stephentown, ch. 12- 
-50; Wm. Smith 5; per Rey. 
O. D., agent, 

Worcester Asso., Richmondville 
& Fulton, ch. 5; Jefferson & 
Gilboa, ch. 6.50; Sarah Bates 
2; Summit, lst ch. 6; Mrs. 
H. Warner 2; Westford, ch. 
1; Worcester, Ist ch. 2.60; 
Seward and Decatur, ch. 5- 
.65; per Rev. 0.D., agent, 

Rensselaerville Asso., Duanes- 
burgh and Florida, ch. 25.53; 
Sloansville, ch. 28.81; Clark 
Davis 1; Hiram Brand 5; 
Berne and Knox, ch. 7; Rens- 
selaerville, ch. 15.50; Preston 
Hollow, ch. 6.23; per Rev. O. 
D., agent, 

Hudson River South Asso., Mt. 
Vernon, ch. 22.33; Williams- 
burgh, Ist ch. 3; per Rev. 0, 
D., ugent, 


New Jersey. 


Elizabeth, ch. 

West N. J. Asso., Bordentown, 
ch., Miss Rabean, per Rev. 
J. French, agent, 

East N. J. Asso., West Hobo- 
ken, ch. 7.75; Morristown, 
ch. 4.19; per Rev. 0. Dodge, 
agent, 


156.80 


85.15 
744.13 
79.10 
15.50 
61.16 
14.54 
5.00 
— 981.39 
50.00 
23.23 
5.00 
59.44 
30.75 
2 
89.07 
25.33 
—— 929.45 
5.00 
1.00 
11.94 
17.94 
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Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia, H. E. Lincoln, for 
Rev. B. C. Thomas’ Normal 
School, Henthada, 50; War- 
saw, John Sallade 1; 

Lawrenceville, Pres. ch. 5.66; 
Mr. Dillison 1; per Rev. G. 
P. Watrous, 

Philadelphia Asso., Olivet, ch. 
250; Passyunk, ch. 6.50; Col- 
erain, ch. 5.20; Philadelphia, 
Broad st. ch., Sab. Sch. Juv. 
Miss. Soc., to cons. Rey. P. 
S. Henson H. M., 100; Mont- 
gomery, ch., Miss. Soc. 26; 
Spruce st. ch., Jacob Barthol- 
omew 5; per Rey. J. French, 
agent, 

North Philadelphia Asso., Vin- 
cent, ch, 11.87; Pequa, ch. 1; 
per Rev. J. F., agent, 

Central Union Asso., Frank- 
ford, ch., fora Karen teach- 
er, care Dr. Mason, per Rey. 
J. F., agent, 

Northumberland Asso., Wil- 
liamsport, ch. 5.50; Milton, 
ch. 5.50; Lewisburg, ch., Mr. 
Ball 1; per Rev. J. F., agent, 

Monongahela Asso., Mt. Pleas- 
ant, ch. 2; Connellsville, ch. 
2.50; per Rev. J. F., agent, 

Ten Mile Asso., Beulah, ch., 
per Rey. J. F., agent, 

Pittsburg Asso., Pittsburgh, 
Union ch. 6; Sharpsburg, ch. 
2.50; per Rev. J. F. agent, 

Clearfield Asso., per Rey. J. F., 
agent, 

Clarion Asso., Red Bank, ch. 3- 
.50; North Bethlehem, ch. 
7.38; Leatherwood, ch. 2; 
per Rey. J. F., agent, 

Montrose, T. Mitchell, per Rev. 
0. Dodge, agent, 


Ohio. 

Defiance, ch., of wh. 25 cts. is 
fr. Sab. Sch., 

Miami Asso., Cincinnati, Ist 
ch., of wh. 30 is fr. Sab. Sch., 
40; Middletown, ch. 21; per 
Rey. H. Davis, agent, 


Indiana. 
Indianapolis Asso., Southport, 
ch., per Rey. A. 5S, Ames, 
agent, 
Madison Asso., Harbert’s Creek, 
ch., per Rev. A. 5. A., agent, 
Wesaw Creek Asso., Niconza, 
ch., per Rev. A. 5. A., agent, 


Michigan, 

Jackson Asso., 11; Jackson, lst 
ch., to sup. Sau Doo, nat. pr., 
care Rev. B.C. Thomas, Hen- 
thada, of wh. 6 is per Rev. 
A. 8. Ames, 12; 

Ann Arbor, ch., for nat. pr., 
care Rev. B. C. Thomas, 
Henthada, 

Kalamazoo River Asso., E. 8. 
Dunham tr., 


51.00 


6.66 


145.20 


12.87 
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Illinois. 


Alton, ch., R. Flagg tr., to sup. 
Tha Oo, nat. pr., care Rev. J. 
L. Douglass, Bassein, 31.21; 
Fairburg, B. F. Scriven 5; 

Chicago Asso., Chicago, Taber- 
nacle ch., L. Bridges, per 
Rev. 8. M. Osgood, agent, 

Fox River Asso., Bristol, ch., of 
which 4.22 is fr. Sab, Sch., 
per Rey. 5. M. O., agent, 

Galesburg Asso., Galesburg, 
Cherry st. ch., C. Leach, for 
def., per Rev. 5. M. 0., agent, 

Ottawa Asso. 7.76; Tonica, ch. 
7.55; Sublett, ch. 4.70; Be- 
rean, ch. 83 cts.; Tiskilwa, 
ch. 5.15; per Rev. 8. M. O., 
agent, 

Springfield Asso., Decatur, ch., 
David Morgan, per Rey. 8. 
M. O., agent, 


Iowa. 


Central Asso., Monroe, ch. 1.55; 
Knoxville, ch. 1.25; per Rev. 
S. M. Osgood, agent, 

Oskaloosa Asso., Pella, Ist ch. 
9.57; Oskaloosa, ch. 5.50; per 
Rey. 8. M. U., agent, 


Minnesota. 


Southern Asso., Chatfield, ch., 
per Rev. 5. M. Osgood, agent, 

Vasa, ch., Rev. A. Norelius, 
per Rey. 0. Dodge, agent, 


Wisconsin, 
Walworth Asso., Delavan, ch., 
per Rev. S. M. Osgood, agent, 
Winnebago Asso., Berlin, ch., 
per Rev. 8. M. 0., agent, 
Dodgeville, Rev. W. E. James 


California. 
San Jose, Rev. 0. B. Stone 
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36.21 


1.00 


15.00 


District of Columbia, 


Washington, a friend of mis- 
sions 
Germany. 


Mission chs. per Rey. J. G. 
Oncken, 


Legacy. 


Greene, N. Y., Dr. Levi Farr, 
per Lester Chase, Exr., 


521.42. 


$3,546.60 


3,646.60 
Total from April 1 to July 31, 1861, $14,- 


Donations in Goods. 


Woburn, Ms., Ist ch., “Ladies 
of the Mission Soc.” One box 
of clothing, for the Delaware 
Indian Mission, care Rev. J. 
G. Pratt, 
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